Volume 26 Issue186
Y

A

Y

MEETINGS: 8.00 PM

VA L L EY M ACHIN
A
ER
RR

THIRD WEDNESDAY

PRESERVATION

IN CLUB SHED AT

WANDIN NORTH

C

R

SOCIETY

P

71 Wellington Road

YARRA VALLEY
MACHINERY

OF THE MONTH
MONT De LANCEY

FEBRUARY 2018

ES

ER

VATION S O CIE

IN
TY

Fuller and Johnson, Mod K, 7 Horse Power, 400 RPM,
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S/No 97592

This is another engine now on display in our club shed at Wandin North ,and Owned by John McIver
The engine dates from 1925, and built by the Fuller and Johnson Manufacturing Co. Madison, Wisconsin,
U.S.A.
The F and J was acquired in July of 2014 during another moment of insanity. It came from near Hamilton
and was virtually complete, but in a very worn condition. Over the next 18 months or so the engine and
transport were completely dismantled and fully overhauled, including re-boring of the cylinder and the
making of a new piston, courtesy of Les. Bloom engineering. . Other work included the making of a new
fuel tank, done by Lewis Carlton and specialised machining by Rob. Weight. All other restoration and
reassembly was done in my home workshop in Eltham. J.M.
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YVMPS NEWS
Christmas

Did you know our girl, Narelle has just
started up her own business with Scott?
Why not give them ago.
0417 316 157

Breakup

for

2017.

Our Christmas Breakup was held after a short meeting in our
club room. It was a very pleasant evening and we had a good turn up of
members, plus many women and partners although a few of our regulars
didn’t come.. On arrival Lewis issued everyone a raffle ticket for a door
prize, then we discussed our very successful Draught Horse Festival and
how to improve it for next year. . When Lewis arrived back from picking
up the pizzas he drew the door prize of a TV which was won by George
Smith, then a few other prizes were awarded. Judy Bennett won a
(project) air compressor , then I won a battery cleaner and puncture kit
and Allison Wright got the other prize of plastic novelties (which she
shall share with Don). It was good to see Kerry back on board after her
brief hospitalization and we have heard that George Findlay is now out
of hospital after a bout of pneumonia.
We hope by now that everyone
has had a great Christmas and a safe and healthy New Year and looking
forward to the new rally season in
2018.
By Heather and Don Butcher

Edito-

rial.

Gosh, it hardly seems any time since we were preparing for Christmas and the holidays, and now they seem
but a distant memory.

Apology to Pam Copeland.
In our last edition, Issue 185. page 6 we had an excellent report on
the Blacksmiths Day in October 2017. A Gremlin in the computer
seemed to have removed her name from the article.
Sorry Pam. Ed.

We welcome a New member
Guy Walker of Seville
Great to have you on board.

I loved reading Heather’s report of Don’s birthday outin
(page 4), making me think how many great activities we

Congratulations to Gavin and Wendy
Orr on the safe arrival of Warner, a
how hard it can be to come up with such an idea when the
brother for April on the 12 1 2018
can undertake here in Victoria. It also made me think of

need arises., which is why someone else whose real name is
Donald received a battery operated overcoat for his special

WATCH THIS SPACE
Two Day Club bus trip being planed for March
is required is brilliance and forward planning.
I solved the Christmas present dilemma when I saw a very Planned to visit around 8 to 9 sheds and sites.
birthday and not such a great excursion. Obviously, what

advance advertisement for “The Wizard of Oz” which is
coming to Melbourne in May. By the time we are skipping
“down the yellow brick road” hopefully I will have forgotten the cost, but it was considered a great present, by most.
One relative is staying home with his three year old son,
and he that is a far better present. He also inherited Niel’s
restored Ronaldson & Tippett CF diesel engine which he
brought home from outback Stirling Vale NSW many
Christmas’ ago in a rusty condition on an old rusty trailer.
Thus began the engine bug here in Nunawading.
Anyway, now it is time to get the show on the road, and
begin a new year of engines, rallies and all that accompanies this.

Heather & Niel. editors.
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Our Member of the Month is Tom Dathan (Teaspoon)
I was born in Germany on the 21/6/49 and immigrated to Australia with my father, step mother and only brother (Dec) in 1955, and almost twenty years later I . married my wife, Jocelyn in 1973 at Frankston. We have three children, all girls, (some–
one once told me I should have left one sock on to get a boy) Rebecca, Kelly and Jessica. We have seven grand children, three girls and four boys. Boys Rule !!!. I went
to Moe High School, then started as a plumbing apprentice in 1966 and I’ve been in
the shit ever since!
I first joined YVMPS back in 1997 because I needed to belong to a club for the purpose of displaying an axe collection which I did for some nine or ten years.
While I’ve always been interested in old wares and engines I only got my first engine in 2007 when
a client of mine asked “Know anyone who would be interested in an old drag saw?”, to which I replied,
“Yeh, me!”. That’s when the love affair with engines started.
The New Record drag saw , being my first engine is still a favorite but the most challenging
was the Cliff & Bunting.
Check out the before and after
shots to the right. Now I have
a dozen or so engines plus
driven implements.
I’ve had many interests in my
life;some of which I still do
now. For some thirty years I
was interested in motor sport,
officiating at Bathurst for
twenty one years, all the Ade
aide and Melbourne Grand prix’s till 2000, and all race meetings at
Victorian circuits since 1970. Other hobbies include fishing, 4 wheel
driving, and amateur photography, which I still play with.. I also played competitive squash for over twenty years.
The highlights in my life were marrying Jocelyn and seeing
my children being born and growing up.

“Be at war with your vices,
at peace with your neighbours,
and let every new year find you a better person”
Benjamin Franklin
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YVMPS NEWS
DON’S GOLDFIELD TRAIN EXPERIENCE

Heather Butcher. Back in February 2017 when Don turned eighty, three of our children gave him a Red
Balloon Train Ride Experience on the Historic Goldfields Railway, which we have just undertaken. Firstly we
travelled up to Castlemaine where our accommodation was in a very old homestead built in 1885 and is now a motel. After that we decided to go and find out just where we were to depart from the next day. We then drove to find
Muckleford as we had no idea where it was, and that was where Don was to be in the cabin of the steam train with
the driver and the fireman. After finding the place we were shown just where they were setting up for the following
day for the Mucklefest Engine Show. We then continued on to Maldon where we went to the Maldon Vintage Engine Club and were made most welcome, as their members have the sheds open of a Saturday so they can all get
together socially, have lunch, chat and show anyone interested around . It was an excellent morning and we saw
plenty, so if anyone is ever near there iwe recommend a visit and guided tour, which we had.. On Sunday morning
we had to be at Castlemaine Station by 11,30am where whilst I filled in the paperwork Don was shown up through
the signal box and was explained to about the train arriving at the station and when the points were to be changed
etc. He was escorted to the cabin of the engine where he had to climb in (you needed long legs for that as it was a
BIG step up). The driver and fireman , and all the staff are volunteers
and were just so helpful. I travelled in the first class cabin at the back of
the train. Don was in the cab of the engine for half an hour to Muckleford
then another gentleman doing the same experience went to Maldon. At
Maldon the station master took those who had difficulty walking too far
in a mini bus into Maldon and arranged to pick us up to go back to the
station in time for the return trip to Castlemaine. On our return journey
we were spoilt by being seated in plush lounge chairs with little round
tables in the first class lounge and given a beer, or juice and a beautiful
platter of cheeses, fruit and nuts. The staff couldn’t have been any more
helpful. The only disappointment was that the train didn’t stop for any time at the Mucklefest Festival as they were
on a tight schedule which saddened Don. After we alighted at Castlemaine a second engine was attached, and as
they said that was a rare sight to see, but it was their 160th anniversary and they were taking the other engine back
to Maldon. We would thoroughly recommend this experience for anyone that enjoys a train ride.
By Heather Butcher
This branch line ran from Castlemaine to Muckleford & Maldon from around 1880 up unto 1977.when the line was closed.
Gold was discovered at Forest Creek (Castlemaine) in September 1851 and later found around Mount Tarrangower in 1853.
Later named Malden in 1862. The last active mine closed 1926 and nothing much has changed since. Maldon was awarded in
1966 by the National Trust as a “Notable Town” The line was officially re-opened again by volunteers on Easter Sat 29th March
1986.
Ed.

Y.V.M.P.S.

MERCHANDICE Available at meetings and Rallies
Patches, Badges, Coffee Mugs, $5.00 each, Peak Cap $10.00
Fridge Magnet, $1.00 Pen, $1.00
Club Shirts $35.00
See Heather Butcher

YVMPS NEWS

5
PAGEPAGE
3

Wandin Draught Horse and Old Time Festival 2017 cont.

Due to lack of space, we mentioned in the December Issue No 185 on page 7 that there would be more to come.
Well here it is.

Here we have a look at what was going on inside the Museum
building. Our Freda had an excellent collection of moving and talking
dolls, opposite her was a Meccano display and a model train set which
thrilled the little people. .Also on display was craft and some very fine
needle work being demonstrated, while in the adjoining room was a
vast collection of infant transport (prams and pushers) one of which
was very much like our children's pram of the 1960s, whilst as usual
out side our members put on a great display of working engines.
Ed.

Hunted Antiques and Collectibles Rally

On Australia Day a group of engine enthusiasts braved steamy hot Brisbane weather in downtown Kilsyth to put on an
interesting display.. Hunted – Antiques and Collectibles is an antique centre that has been operating in Kilsyth for a little over
a year. They have a large area of grass out the front where we were able to put our display, visible to the travelling public on
Canterbury Road.
We had a good range of engines – a couple of large Australs (Don and John )which are the Australian identity for oil engines and
being Australia day represented our engineering pioneers. Other Australian engines such as farm pumper, Moffat Virtue, Baltic
simplex, and of course with international representation by International and Lister. Alan and Kerry brought a stack of logging
implements, with an amazing variety of saw blades, Stan a large display of small steam engines, and Peter a small rock crushing
plant breaking brick and small stones to fix his driveway. The rest of us brought a good variety of restored and in working
clothes engines. I didn’t do a roll call, and if I start naming names I will forget or miss someone, so thanks to all who came both
with engines and those that came for support.
Lewis is
looking for a new biscuit tin as his Whitte engine carby developed a small hole since the last run and needed a little more
than solder.
Sausages in bread were enjoyed as the
informal lunch, with ice creams and soft drinks supplied by
our hosts.
We have been asked if we would like to
come back next year and I got the impression that we had a
good time and would enjoy doing it again next year.
Thanks to Barry Thomas for the report .

PAGE
PAGE
Page
42 6

YVMPS NEWS

COMING EVENTS

Membership Fees

Once only Joining

$5.00

*Denotes YVMPS event.
Insurance & NHMA levee $20.00
Contact Alan Shepherd for phone numbers.
Annual membership
$30.00 (plus ins.)
Feburary
Associate (Wife)
$10.00 (plus ins.)
Colac Heritage Festival Sat 3rd Sun 4th.
Junior/ student (10-18yrs) $7.00 (plus ins.)
Ballan Vintage Rally Sun 18th
* Monthly meeting Wed 21st.
BUY, SELL & SWAP.
Ballarrat Swap Meet Fri 23rd & 24th
* Mont DeLancey Festival Sat ? Sun ?
March
* Mont De Lancey 25 year Celebrations Sun 4th
Yarra Glen Swap Meet Sun 11th
Melbourne Steam Festival Sat 10th ,Sun 11th, Mon 12th
Kyabram Vintage Machinery Rally Sat17th Sun18th..
* Monthly Meeting Wed 21st.
* Kalorama Rally Sun 25th
FOR SALE 3HP Lister CS with water tank original
April
fuel tank on steel frame & wheels $500.00 . 6HP Lister CS
* Yarra Junction Crank Up Sat 7th Sun 8th
on timber transporter $500.00, also. 6 HP Roseberry all
* Mt Delancey Engine Rally April Sat ? th Sun ? th

* Monthly Meeting Wed 18th

original, on timber frame $500.00 John Hunter Phone
03 9848 1602 0408 035 661 Offers considered.

YVMPS COMMITTEE
President
Vice President
Secretary
Asst. Secretary
Treasurer
Vice Treasurer
Committee

Librarian
Newsletter
Editors
Public Officer
Merchandice
Officer

Stuart Bennett 16 Lester St. Woori Yallock 3139
Don Walker 10 Mitchell Rd. Lilydale 3140
Alan Shepherd 18 Rand St. Greensborough 3088
Email: aksurgical@hilink.com.au
Jim Bennett 1773 Warburton Hwy. Woori Yallock 3139
Rod Daniel 11 Tasman Ave Nunawading 3131
Email :wrdaniel@optus.com.au
Niel Brain 4 Lynne Crt Nunawading 3131

Email: nhbrain@tpg.com.au

Lewis Carlton 2 Penola Dr. Seville 3139
Email: screwlews56@gmail.com
Barry Thomas 4 Tony Plc. Mooroolbark 3138
barry.thomas@cgi.com
Jamie Butcher 7 Doongala Rd. The Basin3154
Don Butcher 32 Marland Rd Boronia 3135
Lewis Carlton 2 Penola Drv. Seville 3139

Niel & Heather Brain 4 Lynne Crt Nunawading 3131
Email : nhbrain@tpg.com.au
Alan Shepherd 18 Rand St. Greensborough 3088
Email: aksurgical@hilink.com.au
Heather Butcher 32 Marland Rd Boronia 3135

5964 7280
9735 4393
9434 6681
9432 9500
5964 7570
9878 7627

DO NOT CLIMB OVER
COMPOUND FENCING.
BE SURE TO USE
THE GATE!

9878 7929
5964 2791
9726 8673
9762 1711
9762 7112
5964 2791
9878 7929

9434 6681
9432 9500
9762 7112

The newsletter will be produced bi-monthly and posted, one copy per member household. A SUBS DUE stamp will appear on the June issue. If payment is
not received, the August issue will also be stamped. Without payment you will not receive further newsletters. If you require an extra copy, are not
receiving the newsletter or your address has changed, inform the Editor. Your Committee will not enter into any debate through the newsletter on the
‘politics’ or general running of the Society, as such matters are for general meetings.
The Editor of the YVMPS Inc. newsletter welcomes freelance contributions of a high standard. Articles may be on CD, memory stick, typed or clearly
handwritten on one side of the paper only with the authors name and title of the article on each numbered page. Whilst the Editor will exercise due care, no
responsibility is accepted for any errors or omissions and retains the right to edit articles as needed.
The Society and its elected representatives accept no responsibility for the accuracy of statements or opinions expressed by freelance contributors.
Copy deadline: Any item for publication must be in the Editors possession no later than the monthly meeting prior to the month issue.
Issue Months, Feb., Apr., Jun., Aug., Oct., Dec.
© Yarra Valley Machinery Preservation Society Inc. 2017
Material in this publication may not be reproduced without prior written permission from the publisher.

