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1988 to 2018

YES YOU ARE INVITED TO

OUR

30 YEAR

ANNIVERSARY

SUNDAY 24th JUNE
PARTY TIME from 10.30AM - 4PM. At
The YarraValleyMachineryPreservationSociety’s club shed
71 Wellington Rd. Wandin North
Please bring a friend and help us celebrate.

B.B.Q. Lunch supplied

A TIME TO CATCH UP WITH FRIENDS
OLD AND NEW

RSVP Jamie 03 9762 1711 Mob. 0418 582 769
Lewis 03 5964 2791

The only way to have a friend is to be one - Ralph Waldo Emerson
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YVMPS NEWS

A report from George Smith and the Shed Crew for May 2018.
Visits from, Morris Minor Club, Yarra Valley Cancer Group,
Burnside Village, Spring Gully Probus, Chatham Probus, and
Lang Lang Red Hats. Totaling around 245 Adults.
The number of school students Totalled 663, and if we count
the day trippers the total would be 1,000 visitors for the month.
George would like to have a few more helpers so give him a
call on 9728 2114 mob 0437 246 323. Make that call NOW!

BY JUNE 30, 2018

EDITORIAL.
I’ll begin by saying hello to you all, but what to say from
here on?
What is there to say after reading firstly the profound utterances at the bottom of most of the pages, then the Butcher’s
article about attending the Yarra Valley Crank up which
included the names of so many member who displayed
items, and then Lewis’ piece about the donations and the
coming raffle?
It’s also very gratifying to see the number of visitors who
pass through the gates, particularly the fact that there were

For insurance purposes it is important that the
Treasurer gets all monies in by 30 June 2018
Please send your cheque early or pay at our
June 21st regular meeting. Thanks Rod
Draught Horse Festival Meeting
Sunday 8th July 2.30 PM Bring your ideas!
Heritage Room at Mont De Lancey.
All welcome

over six hundred school students.
It’s really all happening, isn’t it?
Hopefully those kids will return home and tell family members about the wonderful things they saw and did and that
only encourages others to come and do likewise. That way
skills and machinery that are no longer in use will not be forgotten.

People these days seem to be more interested in the

past than ever, and each time I go to a genealogy site I notice
new bits and pieces that are quite useful.
As I have said on other occasions,
“I have no desire to live in cold old huts with loud machines
to work anything that needs working, but it certainly is interesting finding out about this and our ancestors who lived this
way”
If school history classes had been like this we may all have
done very well.

Alas and alack!
Heather and Niel Brain.

SHE WILL BE RUNNING AT OUR 30th
ANNIVERSARY
Congratulations and thanks to Lewis Carlton
for coordinating the restoration

You cannot shake hands with a clenched fist - Indira Gandhi
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OUR MEMBER OF THE MONTH IS

James Leon Butcher

I was born in the Fern Tree Gully hospital on the 26th of September 1963and I
have a brother and sister. I was married in 1991 for two years and had two boys Rhys 26
and Callum 23 before we separated. I met my current partner in 2002 and I gained three
step children John, Michael and Chevonne. I don’t have any Grandchildren but I do have
two Kelpie dogs Indy and Roy.
I first went to school at Boronia primary, then Boronia tech and began an apprentice ship in Plumbing at Box Hill Tafe for one year and then did a variety of other courses
at Swinburne to finish my apprentice ship and later some night classes such as welding etc.
My first job was with Frazer & Mountain in Brunswick for the next 6 1/2 years. ( I did not
realize when I worked in the old original factory in Brunswick the significance of all the over head shafts and pulleys in the roof and the old derelict Blackstone engine in the corner.)
After leaving there I spent the next thirteen months travelling
around Australia. The first three or four months I spent working in
Townsville, then I completed the circle and on my return to Melbourne
I embarked on a training program with the Mawson Government to
prepare for a job at Antarctica. The job is usually around 17 months,
but the ship that was to bring us back damaged it’s hull on arrival and
had to be repaired, taking around three months to complete. Since
returning to Melbourne I have been self employed as a Plumber .
I became interest in engines at a very early age tinkering
with old Victa 18” mowers.
When my father Don purchased his first engine in 2002, I went along to help
him pick it up. Later Don was introduced to Lewis Carlton by a friend and
Lewis invited Don to a YVMPS meeting, I tagged along and also joined up the
same night so that I could help Dad at rallies.
My favorite engine is the 6 HP Tangie
I joined the club in 2002 because I also enjoyed the challenge of helping Dad rebuild his engine.
Jamie was obviously hooked very early on by this new hobby ,I
counted around 12 or14 engines in his shed that were operational and an even larger
number that would be work in progress.

My other hobbies are golf, jet ski, fishing, hooking on the
van for Australian holidays and the occasional Overseas Adventure.
A Real Highlight of my life was seeing my children born. I was also very keen on scouting and was the
first scout from The Basin to be awarded a Queens Scout at CHOGM at Government House by Malcolm Fraser the
then Prime Minister.

YOU must be the change you wish to see in the world - Mahatma Gandhi
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YARRA JUNCTION CRANK-UP 7TH& 8TH April 2018.
We arrived on a brisk morn-

By Heather and Don Butcher

ing and set up our engine on
the lower paddock. This year it
was filled up in no time. John
Baker had his 4 HP Austral and
next to him was Stan Rundell
with his Tom Thumb and a
1926 2HP Buzacott, next was
Ron Arbuthnott who had a
Bruce and McClure running a pump ,also 1 ½ HP Lister D and a Commando
air cooled.2 stroke. Stuart Bennett had his New Record Dragsaw working,
also a Villiers dragsaw and a Roseberry under restoration. Jim Bennett had
an Underwood Bradford, then Don Butcher
had his 1 ½ HP International M. Don Wright had a 5HP Bartrum AK and pump Jack. Lewis
Carlton had his 3HP Crossley, Brian Dickson displayed his Austin A40 car. then Ben Searle
had a 1920 International Harvester Type H., a Petter diesel running a brush alternator and
lights, Benn Wilkinson and Ellery had a Wolseley with a Lightning Electric fence, a milk separator, fans and a Lister Diesel .Pam and Jim Copeland set up their display of stoves, lamps,
drills and other items. Also down with us was Terry Fall who had the Hay Baler working constantly throughout the day. We won't mention who deserted us for the Commonwealth Games
Up on the top paddock near the station were Jamie Loaring with 4HP Diesel McDonald, Norm Watchhorn had his Wolseley and pump and a little Chunda (a Chinese Honda),
David Ball had a 8HP Austral, SPI Mc Donald, 2HP Cooper and a little model steam
engine. Narelle and Scott had their R&T,
and the Sundial A set up on a trailer. Brian Dickson had his Lister with the
Ajax pump. It was also great to see Tom Dathan with his ZI Diesel Bamford ,
also Jack Kelly with a 3 ½ HP Alfa Austral Diesel who had both travelled all
the way from the Heyfield Club to be
there. On display also were two motor
bikes belonging to Alan Scoble one being
an Indian and the other a Jawa. Also our
ever popular sewing machine display put
on by Maree and Tony Koolen and he
had a Jap motor and his home made Agra tractor. This year he had made two steam engines
out of Singer sewing machines. Over near the station was Ken Fall with his Massey Harris
engine also a 4 ½ HP Moffatt Virtue driving a water wheel.
It was so good to see Don and Joy Walker turn up after his bout in
hospital also others that showed up to support us were
Freda & George, NorineWatchorn, Len Howell and
Keith Moar. Thanks for lunch and also an excellent dinner
was put on by the Yarra Junction Museum Committee on
Saturday evening for those who stayed, . On Sunday a
few went home but Jim Aumann (Baw Baw club) bought a
2 ½ HP Fuller and Johnson along and also Niel Brain, Jamie Butcher and Allison Wright all called to support us.
Sunday turned out to be a 30 degree day, but the whole
weekend was very successful. I forgot to mention the drive
through of Barry Thomas on his way to Kirth Kiln.

Wise men talk because they have something to say.
Fools talk because they have to say something -

Plato
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KURTH KILN FESTIVAL 8.4.2018

J

B

I

K

K

I

B
I
T

T

J
I

LB

F
I

M

J

A

I

O

E

Barry Thomas

This article from The Weekly Times April 13 1994 was
found by Narelle amongst her Grandfather’s memorabilia. I guess the members that were present at those
festivities will recall that the engines were much easier to
move around and transport to and from rallies than they
are today.
Thanks Narelle for digging it out.

A bowl belongs to whoever needs it,
A Native American saying
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THE “YOU NEED A SOUTHERN CROSS DIESEL & AJAX PUMP” RAFFLE
Boss Stuart received an email from a chap wishing to donate an engine and pump to the club.

The dutiful Stuart forwarded it to me, because in his mind, I have loads of spare time! Contact was
made. It turns out the engine is a Y-B Southern Cross, 4 hp Diesel. The other chunk is a 3 x 4 Ajax piston pump. This pair were working on a farm at Yarra Glen until removed when the farm was sold. They
have always been under cover. All good so far.
Then the rot set in. The man’s house is on the market so removal needs to be very soon. More
rot, location, McCrea! Arrangements were made for the pick up. He indicated an engine lifter would be
available to make loading easier. Good stuff!
I don’t know if you are aware of McCrea topography. It’s sort of like this; the bay finishes then
the land goes straight up! The driveway was found to be the second steepest in history, has two curves
and prize winning garden either side. This proved somewhat of a challenge when it came time to reverse
the trailer down to the under-house shed. First question, “Where is the engine lifter”? Back up the drive
and a 5 or 6 km drive to pick it up. Back down that drive again and begin the struggle to get it off the
trailer without damaging anything!!!
Amazingly, the loading went quite well. When it was all strapped down, came the invitation of coffee. Seated on the veranda, taking in the wonderful view across the still waters of the
bay, delighting in fresh brewed coffee and homemade fruit cake with just the right amount of marmalade (huh?), peace and tranquillity, apart from the chain saw a couple of doors down tearing
into a fallen tree.
The engine and pump are in the club shed. Have a look at them. They both appear to be
in pretty good shape although compression is lacking somewhat. And what’s more, you have the
chance of them being yours. Buy a cheap winning raffle ticket at the JUNE meeting, and only at
the June meeting. The raffle will be drawn on that night.
Now here’s the rub. The gentleman who donated the gear wants to see it up and running
within his lifetime. (He is not a young man.) Therefore, it will be necessary to do the work now, not later. If you don’t think you
can comply, well, don’t buy a ticket. Simple!
As soon as the Southern Cross text was sent to our Editor, another donation was
thrown at us. This time it was only at Gembrook. Thank goodness. Ron and I trundled over one
afternoon to find a 5hp Wolseley and a Riverside piston pump on a long base. Loading time was
brief as it was hoisted up by a front end loader and dumped in the trailer. Some chat with the
donator and then return home. It’s in the club shed for you to see. The engine is complete, has
good compression, but the magneto is stuck. The pump is not seized. This set will be raffled on
the same June night.
Lewis

DON WRIGHT’S SHED OPENING 5 TH MAY 2018. By Heather and Don Butcher
We headed off to Yea in the morning and when we got to Yarra Glen we were sent

on a big detour through the Old Healesville Road to Toolangi, as there had been a bad accident
the night before at Dixon’s Creek and the road was closed. It was a pretty run and I saw places
that I had never seen before.
On arriving at Allison and Don’s place we were given a lovely morning tea and were
most impressed with many of Don’s engines displayed outside the shed. He also had his 6 ½ HP
Clutterbuck and a 4” Kelly and Lewis Pump operating and recirculating a large amount of water. Inside the shed there was plenty to see including memorabilia and how he repairs and builds things.
We had a nice lunch then about 2.30pm a vast array of motor bikes arrived. Some even had two people on them. There were about
30 bikes, and some went back as far as 1928, many around the 1940’s era including Ariels, Indians, Harley Davidsons, BSA’s a WW2 US
Army Harley and even one with a side car attached. Allison and Don put on an excellent afternoon tea for everyone (even though she was
fighting a cold and not feeling 100%)
It was a bit disappointing to see so few club members turn up after all the effort they went to. All of us that went had a great day.
There was Pam and Jim Bennett, Don and I, George Smith, Stan Rundell and David Ball.
The weather also was very kind .
Thanks Heather & Don for such a comprhensive report
.

Without memory, there is no healing; without forgiveness, there is no future - Desmond Tutu
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WHOEVER WALKS WITH THE WISE BECOMES WISE, BUT THE COMPANION OF FOOLS WILL SUFFER HARM.
Proverbs 13 ; 20

Don’t Stress. Do Your Best. Forget the Rest.

PAGE
PAGE
Page
42 8
HEYFIELD RALLY 19th & 20th MAY 2018

YVMPS NEWS
Pictures by Heather Butcher

LIFE IS REALLY SIMPLE,
BUT WE INSIST ON MAKING
IT COMPLICATED

YVMPS NEWS
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HEYFIELD RALLY 19 & 20
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May 2018. By Heather and Don Butcher

It rained on and off all the way to Traralgon and on arriving at Heyfield they had had no rain at all. The wind
was very cool though. We unloaded the engines and that night had a gold coin donation BBQ for dinner, then sat
around two large fires chatting.
On Saturday morning we had egg & bacon sandwiches for breakfast, then got everything ready to start showing by 9am when the public started to arrive. Don Wright had his Waterloo Boy, Norn Dalziel showed his newly acquired 3HP Clutterbuck which he purchased from the Aitken Estate and , Stan Rundell had a 1926 Buzacott Farm
Pumper. Next to him was Jamie Butcher with a 1 ½ HP Petter and Air blower, then Don Butcher had his 5HP Lister.
Further down the compound was Peter Aumann with a 1908 5HP A H McDonald A type with a 1906 Clayton and
Shuttleworth Centrifugal pump, Michael Fiddess had a 5HP Petter, Cliff Fiddess had a 2 ½ HP Cooper and our new
member Richard Kinniard had an International M, There was also a Fairbanks Morse Z model 2 HP American
1927, which I think was Peter’s. Tom Dathan was showing a Lister Diesel and generator set with a nice little “Pole
Dancer”, and Fan set up. Next was Jack Kelly who had a 4Hp Kelly and Lewis, and many more exhibits on show.
There were Tiger Moth Joy flights on as well as plenty of fly overs during the weekend, lots of stalls selling
a variety of things, and the Grand Parade of traction engines, tractors, motor bikes, old cars and trucks, army vehicles, and early caravans all on show.
Early Sunday morning very strong winds came through and wrecked quite a few of the gazebos that had
been left up, and all day the wind was very cold and strong but thankfully still no rain all weekend. Clare Southwell
came and bought her parents to visit us as well as Eleanor and Terry Fall came to support us over the weekend. It
was also lovely to see Maree and Tony Koolencome on Sunday..
A big thanks to the Heyfield Committee, CFA and all the volunteers for all the help and lovely
meals that they supplied over the weekend it was very much appreciated.

THISAL WARM YA UP

A motor mechanic was removing a cylinder head from the motor of a LS460 when he spotted a well known
cardiologist in his work shop.
The cardiologist was there waiting for the service manager to come and take a look at his car when the
mechanic shouted across the garage, "Hey Doc, want to take a look at this?"
The cardiologist, a bit surprised, walked over to where the mechanic was working.
The mechanic straightened up, wiped his hands on a rag and asked, "So Doc, look at this engine. I opened
its heart, took the valves out, repaired or replaced anything damaged, and then put everything back in and when I
finished, it worked just like new.
So how is it that I make $48,000 a year and you make $1.7M, when you and I are doing basically the same work?"
The cardiologist paused, leaned over, and then whispered to the mechanic.......

"Try doing it with the engine running."
Actions prove who someone is.

Thanks to David B. for this joke.

Words just prove who they want to be.
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COMING EVENTS

*Denotes YVMPS event.
Contact Alan Shepherd for phone numbers.
JUNE
Echuca Steam Rally Sat 9th Sun 10th
* Monthly Meeting Wed. 20th

* YVMPS 30th anniversary Sun. 24th 10.30-4PM
all welcome to the shed BBQ lunch provided .

Membership Fees

Once only Joining
Insurance & NHMA levee
Annual membership
Associate (Wife)
Junior/ student (10-18yrs)

JULY

BUY, SELL & SWAP.

* Monthly meeting Wed. 18th
AUGUST

* Monthly meeting Wed.15th
SEPTEMBER
Wedderburn Rally8th &9th

WATCH THIS SPACE
Two Day Club bus trip
being planed for September
Planed to visit around 8 to 9 sheds and sites.

FOR SALE $500.00 6 HP Roseberry
all original, on solid timber frame.
John Hunter Phone 03 9848 1602
0408 035 661
Y.V.M.P.S.

MERCHANDICE

Available at meetings and Rallies
Patches, Badges, Coffee Mugs, $5.00 each,
Fridge Magnet, $1.00 Pen, $1.00
Peak Cap $10.00
Club Shirts $35.00
Windcheater $40.00
See Heather Butcher

YVMPS COMMITTEE 2017/2018
President
Vice President
Secretary
Asst. Secretary
Treasurer

Stuart Bennett 16 Lester St. Woori Yallock 3139
Don Walker 10 Mitchell Rd. Lilydale 3140
Alan Shepherd 18 Rand St. Greensborough 3088
Email: aksurgical@hilink.com.au
Jim Bennett 1773 Warburton Hwy. Woori Yallock 3139
Rod Daniel 11 Tasman Ave Nunawading 3131
Email :wrdaniel@optus.com.au

Ass. Treasurer

Niel Brain 4 Lynne Crt Nunawading 3131

Committee

Lewis Carlton 2 Penola Dr. Seville 3139
Email: screwlews56@gmail.com
Barry Thomas 4 Tony Plc. Mooroolbark 3138
barry.thomas@cgi.com
Jamie Butcher 7 Doongala Rd. The Basin 3154
Don Butcher 32 Marland Rd Boronia 3135
Lewis Carlton 2 Penola Drv. Seville 3139

Librarian
Newsletter
Editors
Public Officer
Merchandise
Officer

$5.00
$20.00
$30.00 (plus ins.)
$10.00 (plus ins.)
$7.00 (plus ins.)

Email: nhbrain@tpg.com.au

Niel & Heather Brain 4 Lynne Crt Nunawading 3131
Email : nhbrain@tpg.com.au
Alan Shepherd 18 Rand St. Greensborough 3088
Email: aksurgical@hilink.com.au
Heather Butcher 32 Marland Rd Boronia 3135

5964 7280
9735 4393
9434 6681
9432 9500
5964 7570

DO NOT CLIMB OVER
COMPOUND FENCING.
BE SURE TO USE
THE GATE!
We

recommend & use

9878 7627

9878 7929
5964 2791
9726 8673
9762 7112
5964 2791
9878 7929

9434 6681
9432 9500
9762 7112

Phone (03)8873 2000
Fax
(03)9872 5588
PO Box 438 Ringwood 3134
Suite 102. 17 Heatherdale Road

Ringwood 3134

The newsletter will be produced bimonthly and posted, one copy per member household. A SUBS DUE stamp will appear on the June issue. If payment is not received, the August issue
will also be stamped. Without payment you will not receive further newsletters. If you require an extra copy, are not receiving the newsletter or
your address has changed, inform the Editor.
Your Committee will not enter into any debate through the newsletter on the ‘politics’ or general running of the Society, as such matters are for general
meetings.
The Editor of the YVMPS Inc. newsletter welcomes freelance contributions of a high standard. Articles may be on CD, memory stick, typed or clearly
handwritten on one side of the paper only with the authors name and title of the article on each numbered page.
Whilst the Editor will exercise due care, no responsibility is accepted for any errors or omissions and retains the right to edit articles as needed.
The Society and its elected representatives accept no responsibility for the accuracy of statements or opinions expressed by freelance contributors.
Copy deadline: Any item for publication must be in the Editors possession no later than the monthly meeting prior to the month of issue.
Issue Months, Feb., Apr., Jun., Aug., Oct., Dec.
© Yarra Valley Machinery Preservation Society Inc. 2018

