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The dollar experienced an average inflation rate of 
3.09% per year during this period 1910 –2018. In other 
words, $1 in 1910 is equivalent in purchasing power to 
$26.62 in 2018, a difference of $25.62 over 108 years, 
and likewise $100.00 then buys today $2,580.21, and 
$3.00 then today buys $77.41.  This Austral oil engine 
owned by club member John McIver was built by R&T 
of Ballarat in 1920 Serial No 3091 and rated at 6 horse 
power, was priced at £153. and in today’s dollars it 
works out at about $6940.00                                                                
If this engine was for sale what price would it bring ??  
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As some of our club members  participate in this wor-

thy cause, it was moved and 2nd at our Dec. meeting 

that we donate the sum of $600.00 to the Cancer Coun-

cil.    It was emphasized that many of us have friends 

and loved ones who have been affected by Cancer and  

�Hope Lives on for a cure in the future� 

 

 

 

Lewis Carlton reported from the Mont De Lancey 

committee meeting, where  it was mentioned that 

since  our shed has been operating they have re-

corded it being opened  to the public on over 1,000 

occasions. Expressed their gratitude and apprecia-

tion to the members of YVMPS for their efforts. 

There was the club working bee (always held on 

the Sunday after our club meeting )up at the 

grounds, on the 20th January, where the club rooms 

received a  spruce up with some grass slashing out 

the back of the shed, good floor clearing, new 

blinds (well not quite new) and some clearing of 

the hay and crap around the front of the shed with 

one of those fang dandled dust buster thingies.  

There is some welding wire 1.2mm 1.6mm & 

welders which needs a new home for a small cost. 

see back page. Buy, Sell Swap.  This report was 

included amongst the following articles entitled                        

�Barry�s January� 

     Editorial 

It hardly seems 

any time since we 

were wishing  every one well for 

Christmas and holidays, and here 

we are, February, school�s back and nothing seems to 

have changed, although I do believe it has been hotter 

than ever and I don�t think I am imagining that.   

 While I like spending hot days inside with a fan 

or airconditioner I was surprised that our three families 

ventured off in tents to spend time damning rivers, ca-

noeing, swimming and walking.                                   

 Our second son is a regular purchaser from 

different branches of Harvey Naturestrip, like featured 

member John.  It must be passing to his children as 

their six year old daughter spied a tent on the side of the 

road, and it was declared superior to the one they had 

paid real money for, being three roomed with holders 

for drinks in one area, which she considered very im-

portant.                                                                                    

 While this is great for John and other collectors 

it makes one realize just how much is  thrown away 

nowadays. Whereas people once mended, fixed or re-

modeled, now it is just discarded. No wonder many peo-

ple cannot afford house deposits or other necessities.     

 I had better not get on to that hobbyhorse, but I 

think being taught the necessity of saving has been a 

worthwhile part of my education, and seeing it emerge 

in my grandchildren is a real delight.                             

 It was good to read of the delights or doings of 

some members, so consider it and tell us what you have 

been doing in the times when you are not showing off or 

restoring engines.           Heather Brain. Co editor.              

Yea, another 

Edition done. 

DID YOU KNOW 

Australians are great inventors. Some of the 

things that they have invented over the years in-

clude the BlackBox on aeroplanes, lawn mowers 

with engines, smoke alarms, asprin/aspirin, the 

pacemaker, penicillin, the Hills Hoist clothes line, 

the wine cask, the electric drill, the car radio, utility 

cars (or Utes, and Australians call them), the bi-

onic ear, duel flush toilets, the hardest to counter-

feit bank notes technology, and long wearing con-

tact lenses. 

Australia is an island. In fact, it is the biggest island 

in the world. Apart from being an island, it is also a 

continent, but it is the smallest of all the continents 

in the world.  
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  Our Member of the Month is      John Brunsden                                    
I was born on April 18th 1949 in the country town of Tanjil Bren just thirteen  Ks from Mount 

Baw Baw. We later moved to Heathmont to be closer to schools.   I  have four sisters and one 

brother, and my father worked as a Dozer/ Logging Jinker driver for the Forestry Commission.  

He was unfortunately killed in a Dozer accident at Woods Point when I was  only sixteen.        

My education took place firstly at  

Heathmont Primary, and then on to 

Ringwood Tech.       I met Ria Maree who came to Aus-

tralia from Holland when she was only one year old. I 

first met her serving at Woody�s Milk Bar in Heathmont, 

and at  every opportunity I would find an excuse to go 

and buy a milkshake.      Eventually we were married  on 

20th of  September 1968.     We have  three children, two 

boys John and Jayson and one girl Vicki, who have given 

us seven wonderful 

grandchildren. Vicki�s 

children are Jess 26, Jack 

18, Joel 15 and Jai 8. and 

Jayson�s children are 

Caydon 10. Ayla 2 and Zara 9months .     My first job was in the Spare parts divi-

sion of Neal�s Motors, who specialized in British cars. Sturt St South Melbourne.  

After that I   moved closer to home, getting a similar  job with Brooklands� Spares in 

Nelsen Road  Box Hill,  followed by a time  working in the Spares department of 

Bill Patterson Motors Ringwood.   In April of 1973 I started up my own business as 

a Fencing contractor and continued that for the next twenty eight years. The hard-

est part of the job was getting 

paid by all parties concerned, so 

in 2001  I decided to retire and 

concentrate on collecting 

�stuff� .                                                                                   

This has all come  in very handy 

to stock my stall at Hunters and Collectables in Canterbury Rd.  

Kilsyth.      I became interested in engines back in 1970 when 

we moved to Helen Road  Fern Tree Gully and found that our 

neighbors opposite were Joe and Dan Carawane, who not only 

had en-

gines but  already were members of YVMPS.  Because of 

them I eventually joined up in 1994. I must say that because 

of my interest in old engines I have travelled and seen more 

of Australia than perhaps I would have had I not got the bug, 

and I now have about thirty assorted engines with most of 

them restored and working.       My favorite is the 5 HP 

Clutterbuck and in second place is a small unknown engine.      

My other interest is fishing both out on Port Philip Bay and 

fly fishing and I have spent many hours enjoying this past 

time with all my family.                                                                                                                                                    

 The real highlights of my life have been getting 

married, having children, and buying our first house in Fern 

Tree Gully and  much later moving to Boronia 26 years ago. 

My Stall at Hunted, Antiques & Collectables Kilsyth.  
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                                                                                       Y.V.M.P.S.   MERCHANDICE                                                                                                                

Available at meetings and Rallies         Patches,   Badges,  Coffee Mugs,      $5.00 each,         Peak Cap $10.00           Fridge Magnet, $1.00      Pen, $1.00                                                

 Club Shirts $35.00                 Windcheater  $40.00                       See Heather Butcher                                                                                                                    

Barry's January   also continued  on page 6                                                                                                                             

 The long weekend � good thing we had the Monday off to recover - well for me anyway.                                                                     

Heather�s article above will have your name and engine details so I can stir the pot a little with my story and maybe distort the 

facts a little.  We got there around 8:30 and set up the engines, fences and  camp for the day. We had a mix of nations repre-

sented with many Australian and English engines  The day was warm, and fortunately not as hot as last year, During the after-

noon a nice breeze kicked in and helped keep our bodies from going into heat overload.  HUNTED made cold drinks and ice 

cream available for us, and along with a sausage sizzle we all went home with full tummies.  Was a good way to spend Aussie 

day � showing off old engineering with some good Club friends.  I owe David an apology as I only had sausages and Karen 

brought back some lamingtons which he was unable to eat. Next time I need to have double for him.    I did have a strange situa-

tion which I parked in my brain on the day, but I think worthy of sharing as I had a similar discussion with people at Quamba-

took, I had a Sunshine Sunfeed grister been driven by Lister and a gentleman asked me about it. I told him it was made in Sun-

shine, to which he asked where � I then told him about Sunshine which is near Footscray and the massive factory that was there, 

which has been replaced by a large shopping centre.  Still not sure if he believed me.                                                                                                                         

T The other questions I got  was - why  is your belt straight and the other one crossed, apart from dropping the lines about 

angry belts etc, I explained the reason was so that the unit ran in the correct direction. Then I was asked about the pulley size and 

what difference that makes.  Was quite interesting and good that people were seeing how our engines made a difference.                        

Also great to see everybody helping  out as we packed up and made our way home for the rest of Aussie day.  I went off to a 

small group of friends and became the only one in Bay 13 whilst they were playing cricket in a small street in Kilsyth. 

 

 

                                    AUSTRALIA DAY RALLY 26TH JANUARY 2019                                                                   
 After yesterday being the hottest day on record for Victoria it was so nice to have a cool change to set up for 

our rally outside Hunted Antiques & Collectables in Canterbury Road, Kilsyth on Australia Day.                                                               

We had a good turn up of engines. Lewis had his Witte, Jamie his Wolsely Style 1, 3HP , (this was a first time run-

ning as he has just fully restored it) next was Don with his 3HP New Record, then Barry with a 3HP Lister and his 

Sunfeed Grislier. John Baker had a 4HP R & T with a horizontal pump, then Niel had a Neway and an EHP 2 ¼  

Bamford with a water display.  Stan Rundell had his Farm Pumper and a Buzzacott with a pump, then David Ball 

had bought along a vast array of different model Victa mowers in mint condition, and Norm Watchhorn had a Wol-

sely engine.                                                                                                                                                                   

 We had John Brunsdon (who has a stall at the venue) helping everyone unload,  and  Noreen came along to 

support Norm, Benn along with Graeme Wilkinson, Clare , Sharon and Karen.  Alex Nad also called in to see what 

was happening along with Don and Allison Wright.                                                                                                                                            

 Many thanks must also go to Barry for cooking lunch time sausages, and supplying water and lamingtons. 

Thanks also  to the manager of Hunted Antiques for the drinks and ice creams which he supplied to keep us hy-

drated. It was very much appreciated.                                                         By Heather and Don Butcher  
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  Our club member Tom Dathan hopes this will put a smile on your dial !!                                                                                                 

People often complain about the police. You rarely hear about the positive things they do.                           

Here is one such incident. Last January on a bitterly cold winter's day, a North Dakota State 

Trooper on patrol came upon a motorcyclist who was stalled by the roadside. The biker was 

swathed in heavy clothing and wearing a full-face helmet for protection from the cold weather.  

"What's the matter? asked the Trooper. �Carburetor's frozen," was the terse reply. "Pee on it. 

That'll thaw it out.""I can't," said the biker.  "OK, watch me closely and I'll show you." The Trooper unzipped and promptly 

warmed the carburetor as promised.       Moments later the bike started and the rider drove off, waving. 

 A few days later, the local State Troopers' office received a note of thanks from the father of the motorcyclist.                                   

It began "On behalf of my daughter, Jill..." 

                                      How are you handling your disease?                                                                                                
 I think I contracted the dreaded Bug back in 1949 when I brushed up against an 

engine that was operating a milking machine, on a farm just out of Yarra Junction. I was 

twelve at the time. The disease lay dormant for a number of years until 1995 it resurfaced 

when one of my sons, on returning from Silverton brought back an R&T CF Diesel as my 

Christmas present. I have tried several times to shake of 

the bug but haven't succeeded so far.                                                             

 Attempt, No1. Back in early 2018 I attempted to 

dispose of a nice horizontal red engine and generator that 

had not been out on show for four or five years, so on to 

EBay it went. The photos looked great on EBay and the description even better. On 

closer examination in the light of day I found I was still infected by this machine 

and withdrew it from sale, and I have 

taken it out and displayed it three times since.                                 

Attempt, No2. As those who read this magazine know,  we held a 

raffle last year for an engine and large Ajax piston pump. I thought I 

was being very wise by NOT buying a ticket and therefore would not 

be faced with another restoration. Alas my close friend and neighbor 

Rod won the prize, so guess who�s shed it landed in for the rebuild?  

As you may have read in an earlier edition, this engine had a special 

condition attached to it. It must 

be restored  and running by Christmas, and we met that dead line.                 

Attempt, No3. In October 2018 Rod and I were  at Yarrambat Historical Soci-

ety's Open day displaying engines; he with the recently restored Southern Cross 

YB diesel and Ajax pump, me with the red engine mentioned above,  a Sundial 

2 HP. During the day Rod was given a phone number of a fella who wanted to 

sell an old engine of some sort.  Later in the week he rang, got an address, 

made a time, then  asked if I would like to go for the ride to Greenvale to have 

a look at  it. It turned out to be a Bamfords 2 1/2 HP. The usual offer of $50.00 

was rapidly rejected and the farmer continued to attach a large grass cutter to 

his tractor. At this point my conversation with Rod went like this.

(Well how much would you be prepared to go? If you like I will try 

to do a deal for you. Rod�s reply, �Well I really don�t think I want 

it!!�).            Well we couldn't leave it there could we? So a deal 

was struck ,the engine loaded and I am now the proud owner of a 

Bamfords.                                                                                            

Will I ever get rid of this Dreaded Disease or Bug?   Niel Brain. 

 

Do you have a story about finding and getting an engine ?

Send it to me and be a contributor to our magazine. Ed.  
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Barry�s January. Continued from page 4.                                                                                                                                          

 The month of January is full of school holidays, beaches, hanging out with the kids down by the creek; well that was 

when I was younger growing up in Bendigo.  This article is a bit different, talking about what you can see and do during one 

month so come along for a little ride (not every month is this full).                                                                                                                        

 After Christmas I got to and painted one of spare rooms and set up a new book case, and those of you who know Karen 

will realise when I say I built a new bookcase that wasn�t big enough will understand why.  That was a busy set of activities.  So.  

household stuff done � now for engine stuff.                                                                                                                                                        

 On January 13 I drove around the bay and had a look at the Geelong rally.  I haven�t been there before and was im-

pressed by the event.  For those that haven�t been, it is located at the showgrounds and make use of a lot of the grounds for 

activities.  There is a 

large shed which con-

tains a  number of 

large steam, oil and 

diesel engines.  Most 

of these were running 

throughout  the day.  

Outside the shed there 

were quite a few large 

engines running in a 

compound, and quite a number of engines 

that were open for view up close.  It was 

their 50th rally and a number of engines 

and tractors had banners; one indicating 

they ran it at the original rally. There was a 

couple of compounds with a variety of 

engines from other clubs and I caught up 

with some of the guys I see around the 

traps.  A little further down was the tractor 

pull track  with tractors in �original� condi-

tion been put to the test.  Bulldogs, Chamberlains, International, John Deere and Oliver were all represented.   There were a large 

number of trucks and cars on display, and hidden away in one of the sheds was a series of models, some factory made, some kits 

assembled.    All of these were quite detailed.                                                                                             

 Got up Sunday for a short drive up to Quambatook to see the Vintage Harvest day run by the Quambatook club.  (OK 

four hours each way is not short short!).  They have a small area beside the area used for the Quambatook tractor pulls (which 

are also well known), which is sown especially for cropping on the Harvest day late in January each year.  They had sown a type 

of wheat known as Pinnacle, which is an old style of grain which comes apart easily, making it suitable for the stripper and win-

nowers used in the early part of the 1900�s.    Fortunately, they had a small shower of rain overnight meaning that the harvest 

activities were delayed until after lunch. Good for me as I arrived there about midday.                                                                                                                      
 The first part of the display was putting grain that had been stripped on the previous day, with the stripper, through a 

winnower.  For those that aren�t aware the most important part of the header is its ability to remove the husk and stalk pieces 

from the grain, involving the use of �wind� to blow the unwanted bits out the back of the stripper/header.  (Some call headers 

combines � but I will stick with what I use and let you use your words � a combine is used to sow the seed combining seed and 

fertilizer). After that they then took the old shearer stripper and MF 565 Header out into the crop and �harvested�.  What was 

stripped was put through the winnower to get rid of the husk and stuff.  What was harvested by The MF Header was bagged and 

will be stored for next year.    They then got three not so old (still 1980�s) headers out and harvested another area which had a 

newer variety of wheat (sorry I forgot name), being a Case, an International Axial Flow, and a John Deere.                                                                                                                                             

 The club has a variety of machines which it puts on display to look, touch and feel.  It was almost a case of who is the 

odd man out for the old strippers/headers were pretty much all the old ones  made in Australia, and the design used by Massey 

Ferguson around the world came from Sunshine � yes across the city.  Also amongst the display was an early stump jump 

plough � another great Aussie invention.  An early Sunshine auto header is the pride of their collection. Looking at the later 

headers made me realise how hard it would have been running it with no protection from the sun, no protection from the dust 

coming off the crop, and even cranking would have been a challenge due to engine placement � yep no starter motor.   There 

was a variety of trucks and tractors on display, some large MF�s of which I hadn�t seen the type of before.  There was a small 

display of engines.      See the pictures on the next page No 7 
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Many thanks to Barry Thomas for these  articles and pictures. 

 

Quambatook Vintage Harvest Day  26 - 27 January 2019 

                   FIRST-AID   KIT AT RALLIES                                                         

At all YVMPS rallies the First �Aid Kit will be located in the club trailer.   

Please be careful around our engines, follow all safety guidelines, and enjoy dis-

playing your exhibits.          Always remember to use the gate.                                                                                                   

Please remember at the end of a rally all hands on deck to help pack up fencing 

and equipment in the club trailer before loading your engines, at which time you 

will be assured of willing members who will help you load your engines before 

heading home. 
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The newsletter will be produced bi-monthly and posted, one copy per member household. A SUBS DUE stamp will appear on the June issue. If 

payment is not received, the August issue will also be stamped. Without payment you will not receive further newsletters. If you require an extra 

copy, are not receiving the newsletter or your address has changed, inform the Editor. 
Your Committee will not enter into any debate through the newsletter on the �politics� or general running of the Society, as such matters are for general 
meetings. 
The Editor of the YVMPS Inc. newsletter welcomes freelance contributions of a high standard. Articles may be on CD, memory stick, typed or clearly 
handwritten on one side of the paper only with the authors name and title of the article on each numbered page.  
Whilst the Editor will exercise due care, no responsibility is accepted for any errors or omissions and retains the right to edit articles as needed.  
The Society and its elected representatives accept no responsibility for the accuracy of statements or opinions expressed by freelance contributors. 

Copy deadline: Any item for publication must be in the Editors possession no later than the monthly meeting prior to the month of issue.            

Issue Months, Feb., Apr., Jun., Aug., Oct., Dec.  

©    Yarra Valley Machinery Preservation Society Inc. 2019 

Material in this publication may not be reproduced without prior written permission from the publisher. 

BUY, SELL & SWAP. 

COMING EVENTS 
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Stuart Bennett 16 Lester St. Woori Yallock 3139 

Don Walker 10 Mitchell Rd. Lilydale 3140              
Alan Shepherd 18 Rand St. Greensborough 3088     
Email: aksurgical@hilink.com.au                                         

Jim Bennett 1773 Warburton Hwy. Woori Yallock 3139 

Rod Daniel 11 Tasman Ave Nunawading 3131                   

Email :wrdaniel@optusnet.com.au                                                                   

Niel Brain 4 Lynne Crt Nunawading 3131                            

Email: nhbrain@tpg.com.au                                               

Lewis Carlton 2 Penola Dr. Seville 3139                                  

Email: screwlews56@gmail.com                                                 

Barry Thomas 4 Tony Plc. Mooroolbark 3138                     

barry.thomas@cgi.com                                                              

Jamie Butcher 7 Doongala Rd. The Basin3154                            

Don Butcher 32  Marland Rd Boronia 3135                      

Lewis Carlton 2 Penola Drv. Seville 3139 

Niel & Heather Brain 4 Lynne Crt Nunawading 3131       
Email : nhbrain@tpg.com.au 
Alan Shepherd 18 Rand St. Greensborough 3088 

Email: aksurgical@hilink.com.au                                      
Heather Butcher 32 Marland rd Boronia 3135                                    

5964 7280 

9735 4393 

9434 6681 
9432 9500 
5964 7570 
9878 7627  

9878 7929   

5964 2791    

9726 8673    

                             

9762 1711  

9762 7112        

5964 2791                          

9878 7929 

9434 6681 
9432 9500        

9762 7112 

              Membership Fees                                                    

Once only Joining  $5.00                                   

Insurance & NHMA levee $20.00                           

Annual membership  $30.00  (plus ins.)      

Associate (Wife)  $10.00  (plus ins.)                 

Junior/ student (10-18yrs) $7.00    (plus ins.) 

We  recommend & use              

DO NOT CLIMB OVER  

COMPOUND FENCING.               

BE SURE TO USE                    

THE GATE! 

For Sale Cheap.  Surplus goods from club shed.                                                      

Phone Stuart.  0419 390 019 


