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Feeling the cold !! Could it be because the Australian Alps get more snow than the Swiss Alps ? 

 Restrictions lifted? NO. We can’t go out, but we do find it comforting to stay indoors by a warm fire.      

Although many people visit Australia for its fine beaches and year-round sunshine, but the Australian Alps, strad-

dling New South Wales and Victoria, are a bonanza for ski enthusiasts. Snow usually falls between June and Sep-

tember, therefore Australia is the perfect place to get your skiing fix during the northern hemisphere summer  but not 

this year.   Thredbo and Perisher are two resorts near Canberra; the latter being the largest ski resort in the Southern 

hemisphere. Blue Cow Mountain is one of the most popular areas, with a vast range of accommodation and runs as 

well as stunning views across the snow clad Alps.                                                                                                                                              

 For us at YVMPS, we look forward to the warmer days when we can get out and about with our engines and 

participate in the many activities and events during the year Virus permitting. 

Many thanks to   Colin Dickson  of 

Anderson & Associates at 17 Heatherdale 

Rd. Ringwood for  auditing our club 

books and accounts again this year, and 

for the assistance he has given to our 

treasurer.                                                   

Thanks also to Rod Daniel                         

our treasurer for his work during the year. 

03 8873 2000 

What is past is passed and  the present is paused. 

But the future is still to be played out.                    

Remember as always the Sun will shine tomorrow.       
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Robert Fern’s Volvo racing truck. Check him out on Google.(Speedweek Racing Trucks) See Story page 3 

I found these pictures on the internet.                              

The engine is certainly built by R&T and it seems as 

though the trailer was built for one of our armed forces.       

Nowhere could I find any more info on either picture.  

—-                                                                                   

Here is a little project for someone.                                

Could you do a bit of research on it for me so that I can 

put your findings in the next Newsletter? 

 

 

 

EDITORIAL.                                     

  Hello everyone,                 

and now I must try to recall what I 

wrote previously, because it all got lost 

in cyberspace somehow!                                  

Naturally I mentioned living in isolation, 

which I quite enjoy because it’s pretty 

cheap,* and there are so many plays, 

musicals and operas on line, which I 

wouldn’t be able to afford otherwise, 

and they’re mostly overseas anyway.                                    

It also gives one time to really concentrate, so I have worked 

hard and had many new genealogy discoveries too.                                                               

From Niel’s ring around it seems that shed life is not the fla-

vor of the month, but good things have occurred in the fixing 

up and gardening departments, which possibly help to keep 

the muscles working as well.                                               

Never the less Niel has had a couple of Ebay successes, with 

one man not being interested in the item for sale, but the 

one in the background, which wasn’t actually for sale at the 

time, but certainly was once he put in a bid.                                                     

That shows initiative, I think.                                                    

While we are happy in isolation, I do feel for those who are 

trying to  manage ‘learning from home’, often along with 

maintaining their career from home themselves or for those 

who have lost their jobs altogether.                                                  

Those situations would definitely not be fun.                                        

For once I think we’re in the right place at the right time, but  

I like everyone look forward to warmer weather and doing 

normal things again.**                                                                         

So, best wishes until next time.                                              

          Heather and Niel B. editors. 

* if you have superannuation or a good pension.                                            

**if I can remember what that really means. 
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OUR MEMBER of the MONTH is              Robert Douglas  Fern                                       
 I was Born on the 27th June 1969 in the Lilydale Bush Nursing Hospital to parents War-

ren and Rosslyn .   I grew up in Silvan bought my first house in Lilydale,  moved to Wandin and 

finally ended up back in Silvan. I have a younger brother Andrew and a sister Lyndal.                                     

 I married Kerrie and we have three children Lachlan 20, Riley 19, and Kelsey 15.                

I also have two older children Shaun 30 and Shannyn 27.                                                                                    

I attended Wandin Yallock Primary School, Yarra Valley Grammar  and then  Lilydale Tech.       

 I started an apprenticeship with my father in Carpentry but when I had completed this I 

decided I wanted to do earth moving.  I have owned and operated heavy machinery for about 30 years. I have 

worked on many local farms over the years, but these days it’s  mostly 

for Local Government and Melbourne Water. We do all types of Civil 

Works,  specializing in road side slashing and Fire Break clearing.  

“Fern Earthmoving” also 

has 24 hour emergency 

works. Any one in the dis-

trict knows that if the road 

is blocked by big white  In-

ternational trucks or a big 

red tractor it’s probably my 

fault. Ha,Ha !!!                                           

I became interested in en-

gines and started collecting 

old machinery about 15 

years ago, but never had the 

room to display any.  I now 

live in Silvan and have the 

land  but still not enough 

shedding. Another Ha.Ha!!!                                                      

 I have a collection of 49 Crawler/Bulldozers, 12 Mechanical 

and horse draw Road Graders and about 130 Chain Saws.                                                                                                                                                        

I don’t have a favorite but I have enjoyed meeting and talking to people 

about machinery from all over Australia and various overseas countries.                                                                                                          

 I have been a member of YVMPS for about 6 years and was 

pleased and enjoyed being able to get the earthworks completed for the new club shed. Depending on work commit-

ments I also enjoy being part of The Draught Horse and Old time Festival and catching up with other members.     

(From the editor –We are grateful for the offer of a truck and driver each year to help transport tractors to and from 

the Festival, Thanks Robert).                                                                                                                             

 My other interests/(Mid Life Crisis) Hobby is racing Super Trucks with my younger sons. We travel Inter-

state with family, and a Pit Crew of mates. We have other friends coming along to watch and support us. We have 

been racing for about 4 years and have picked up a few different titles and placeings. Our best season was 

2019,when I took out 2nd Place Australia Champion and Lachlan took  

out 1st Place co-driving 

Champion. This has made 

me a TV Star; Ha Ha ! The 

racing is sponsored and 

aired on TVs Speedweek.               

Now look back at page 2                                                                         

 What has been a 

Highlight of my life? Not 

sure if there’s been that 

many I just can’t pick one 

or if I’m still waiting. for it 

to happen!!!!                            

Thanks Robert for taking 

the time during lock down 

to do this interview  and 

pictures via email. Ed. 
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  Beenak                   This rural locality  is thought to take its name from an Aboriginal word for "hand-basket".                            
Big Pats Creek       Named after Partick O'Hannigan, an Irish miner who found gold there in 1860.                                 
Cambarville            Named by Timber mill owners A Cameron and FJ Barton . They  salvaged timber from trees               
                      destroyed in the 1939 bushfires.                                                                                                                                     
Gilderoy.                 Named after an English highwayman and cattle thief whose real name was Patrick MacGregor.                       
Gruyere                   Was first surveyed in 1858. The locality's Swiss name was suggested by winegrower Paul de  
                      Castella. Cahilltown (after early settler Richard Cahill) is an official alternative place name.                                                           
Hoddles Creek       Named after Victoria's first Surveyor-General, Robert Hoddle.                                                          
Launching Place    Originally the terminus for flat-bottomed timber boats taking supplies to the Wood's Point gold 
           diggings, It was once called Ewart's after the landlord of the Home Hotel.                                                                       
Millgrove                Took its name from the local railway station, which, was named after a saw milling business.                   
Mount Donna Buang      Known to early European settlers as Mount Ackerley or Mount Acland, after the Colonel 
                   Acland Anderson. Mount Donna Buang is a form of its Aboriginal name, meaning "the                       
                     body of the mountain".                                                                                                                                 
Mount Evelyn        Named after Evelyn Heales, daughter of Richard Heales, Vic. Premier (1860-1861).                   
Powell town           One of Australia's greatest sawmilling towns between the economic depressions of the 1890s 
                     /1930s, Powell town was named after a new process of wood preservation, the Powell method.                       
Seville                   Created in 1885,was initially called "a township in the parish of Wandin Yalloak". A year later it 
                     was named Redlands, but as there was already a town with this name, it was renamed Seville 
                     in May 1886 after the daughter of resident William Henry Smith.                                                                                                                                  
Wandin                  (Wandin East/North/Yallock) The name is a contraction of Wandin Yallock, meaning swift-    
                    running stream. This was fruit-growing country from a very early date and land sold quickly from 
                    the mid-1860s.The township of Wandin Yalloak in the Yarra Valley was proclaimed in 1874.            
                    When Seville was proclaimed in 1885, Wandin Yalloak's name was changed to Redlands, but 
                    reverted in 1954 to Wandin Yallock, with the spelling changed from Yalloak to Yallock.                                       
Warburton            Was originally called Yankee Jim's after the nearby creek (named after Jim McAvoy, a Canadian 
        who travelled from the Californian gold rush to try his luck in Victoria in 1859). In 1863 it was   
                    renamed after the district police magistrate and gold warden Charles Warburton Carr.                                                                                        
Wesburn               The Lands Department subdivided farm lots at the Warburton Village Settlement between Yarra 
                    Junction and Warburton in the 1890s. Later called West Warburton, the name was abbreviated 
                    to Wesburn in 1925.                                                                                                                           
Woori Yallock.      Various spellings (Wori Yolaok/Worri Yalloak) derived from Aboriginal meaning "running creek". 
Yarra Junction.     Located on the Warburton Highway, just east of where the Little Yarra River joins the Yarra   
                     River. The locality changed its name from Little Yarra Junction in 1908.                                                                                
Yarra Valley.         The Yarra Valley is the name given to the upper reaches surrounding the Yarra River.           
Yellingbo               was originally known as "Claxton" (after a storekeeper) and "Parslows Bridge" (after a man who 
                     married the daughter of the first storekeeper) before taking the name of the district's last-known    
                    Aboriginal inhabitant in the 1940s. The word "Yellingbo" reputedly means "this day" or "today".           
Yarra yarra           The River was called “Birrarung” by the Wurundjeri People, meaning River of Mists & Shadows.
                                                                  Source: Herald Sun 

      Ever wondered about the names and origins of the towns in our Yarra Valley? 
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Police turn up the heat on CV19                                      
 Nobody wants to get put into the back of a police SUV, no 

matter when it is, but especially during a global health pandemic. But 

at least if the SUV is a Ford, detainees may now be at a lower risk of 

catching corona virus from the vehicle's previous occupants.                                                                                                                                                                                                    

   In May 2020, Ford announced new software that will enable 

the cabin of its Police Interceptor Utility vehicle to heat beyond 133 

degrees Fahrenheit (56 degrees Celsius) for 15 minutes. This high tem-

perature and duration can kill viruses on the vehicle's interior surfaces, 

particularly in areas that are hard to reach when cleaning involves sim-

ply applying products by hand.                                                                   

 This comes thanks to an update to Ford's software. When activated, the computer triggers the vehicle's engine and heat 

systems to work together. The software warms up the engine, and then turns on the cabin heat and fan systems, which pulls the 

engine heat into the car.                                                                                                                                                                                        

 The system monitors the cabin temperature and automatically turns off when the entire passenger compartment reaches 

the optimal level, and that temperature is maintained for 15 minutes. The instrument cluster monitors progress, and the taillights 

and hazard lights flash to indicate the process is underway.                                                                                                                          

The Ohio State University researchers helped Ford determine the proper temperature and time period to kill viruses on vehicle 

interior surfaces, though Ford notes this isn't a standalone sanitation measure, and should be used to supplement Centers for Dis-

ease Control guidelines.                                                                                                                                                                   

 Our studies with Ford Motor Company indicate that exposing coronaviruses to temperatures of 56 degrees Celsius, or 

132.8 degrees Fahrenheit, for 15 minutes reduces the viral concentration by greater than 99 percent on interior surfaces and ma-

terials used inside Police Interceptor Utility vehicles," Jeff Jahnes and Jesse Kwiek, laboratory supervisors at The Ohio State 

University department of microbiology, said in a press statement.                                                                                                                            

 The project began in March 2020, and the software has been tested on police vehicles in New York City, Los Angeles 

and cities in Michigan, Massachusetts, Ohio and Florida.                                                                                                                                        

 The sanitizing feature has debuted on the Ford Police Interceptor Utility — the law enforcement version of the Ford 

Explorer SUV. All 2013-2019 model year Police Interceptor Utility vehicles around the world can start using it as soon as the 

vehicle's software is updated by the fleet maintenance team. Ford is planning to make it available on other Ford police vehicles, 

but in an email, a Ford representative declined to discuss whether the automaker has considered more widespread uses of the 

feature, including for consumer use or for car services like Uber or Lyft.                                                                                                          

 "The software is available for police agencies and dealers today on 2013-2019 model year Police Interceptor Utility 

vehicles only," Elizabeth Kraft, commercial vehicle communications manager at Ford, says via email. "This is a majority of 

Ford police vehicles in-market today (over 176,000 sold since 2013) and we wanted to offer the software so officers could use it 

on these vehicles now in an effort to help them fight pandemic conditions immediately."                                                                                       

 Though Ford won't publicly speculate on how widespread the feature could be used in the future, it's a step in the right 

direction in overall vehicle cleanliness and safety. Even after the coronavirus pandemic is under control, it's fair to assume peo-

ple will be looking for ways to keep their spaces — including their cars — cleaner and more sanitary than before.                                                    

 Don’t  you wish you could sanitize the inside of you car with the push of a button?                                                                 

 A system like Ford’s could go a long way in helping people feel safe about using taxis and ride share vehicles in the 

future. It would be much harder to implement in city buses , trains and other forms of public transport, due to the way it uses the 

vehicle’s HVAC system to move engine heat, but we can dream.                                                                                                                       

 This article was found on Google and was a report by Callum Hunter 28 May 2020. 

Did you 

have a crack 

in the 

kitchen    

instead of 

the shed last 

month ?                                                                   

Well here is another easy recipe 

to have a go at.                                  

You can serve it with veggies or 

Rice or cold in a sandwich      

tomorrow.                                                    

Once again taken from my Sharp 

Carousel Microwave Cookbook 

Our treasurer is puzzled ?    

Would Wendy Townshend    

Please ring Rod.                       

Who gets the $50                 

Membership payment? 
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                                                      LIFE   IN   ISOLATION                                                           

 Today we have a cold winters day in July, with temperatures well near freez-

ing ( a top of 10) and we are still in Lockdown. So what have I found out about some 

of our members? Well, firstly they are all behaving themselves by taking this trying 

time very seriously.                                                                                                               

I rang Lewis and found that he has been  busy keeping the grass cut, and 

working in the shed on his next restoration. A Manitoba Engine made in Canada and 

so far it does not look good!! It failed a crack test by Jim and it turns out that the crank shaft is bent. Oh dear! oh 

dear! will it ever look like this?                                                                                                             

 “What have you been up to?” I asked Don Walker. “Absolutely nothing,” he replied, “It’s 

too cold to go outside and it’s not worth my while to fire up the heater in the shed, so nothing to   

report”. I did ask him how his health was and he sounded quite bright telling me, “About 90%.” 

Which is not bad for Don.                                                                                                                                                                          

My call to George and Freda had some good news and some bad news. The good news is that they 

are very much enjoying  interacting with their new granddaughter who 

was born just 12 months ago. George has been out in the shed a couple of 

times and enjoys being able to start up an engine, even though his back 

does give him trouble some times. The bad news is they are leaving 

YVMPS. Sadly George’s eye sight is such that he can no longer drive 

and this curtails what they can do. (George and Freda have been  very 

active in our club attending endless rallies and functions, showing en-

gines and Talking Dolls etc. We will miss their smiling faces. Thanks Guys, Ed).                                                                  

 While John McIvor  is locked away he is maintaining the engines he has at home 

and is keeping good health, but he is very much looking forward to the reopening of our shed 

to the Public, he feels that Christmas will come first. He also told me his old mobile 

phone died recently and had to purchase a new one. “Its got more functions and 

gismo's that I’ll ever need” he said, ”So now my lockdown time will be spent learning how to use it.”                           

 David Kennedy is like every one else. Not being able to get to clearance sales to 

find his next project has meant that the garden and surrounds are all up to date; except 

for a few large trees that came down in a recent storm.  He has been kept warm on the 

chain saw cutting them up for fire wood.                                                                                                                

Trying to keep out of mischief, endeavoring to remain 1.5 metres from others, has been John 

Hunters main  aims. While on the home front he says some tools and paint brushes came out and 

he now has three refurbished rooms.                                                                                             

 John Brunsden who has a stall at Hunted and Collectors warehouse says it is still open, and also 

they now have a Video from which you can make purchases on line. He’s not too sure how 

they go about picking up the goods. While talking footy he assures me that the grand final 

will be at the MCG due to binding overseas television contracts. We wait with bated breath!!!                                                                                                                                   

Confusion, My next call was to be to Ben Wilkinson but Ron Arbuthnott answered the 

phone to my surprise!!! A wrong number. So while on the phone  Ron tells me that the ter-

mites have gone, the shed is repaired (as reported in our last News letter), and he is now 

working on the next project, an R&T Orchard spray unit with a two piston spray pump.            

Several other projects have now also been completed.                                                                                                                                         

At last I got onto the Wilkinsons only to learn that Malachi has just come out of hospital 

having had a long awaited knee operation. We all wish him a speedy re-

covery. Ben has cut back on his working hours only doing emergency 

electrical jobs which has now aloud him to get out the tractor and have a 

major attack on some  landscaping in the back yard. 
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At the time 

of going to 

print there 

was no sign 

of any  events or activities in the 

near future to tell you of.  So sit tight 

keep warm, and catch up on all those 

jobs you have been putting off. 

While we are in this lock down time  

above all follow all the guide  lines 

set out by our health officials and 

keep safe 

keep well 

and hang in 

there. 

                                          LIFE   IN   ISOLATION    Continued                                              

 I left several messages on Paul Edgars phone and eventually he returned my call (his phone was 

turned off during the weekend). It turns out he is actually enjoying the lockdown. Living 

in the Dandenongs is much quieter than usual, although, he can’t understand why so 

many motor bikes are allowed to be on the road at this time.    He has 

spent some time working on his Riley , but a major task has been help-

ing a friend get a 1963 Wolseley up to road worthiness only to then 

take it off the road again to have the seats renewed.   He should not be out anyway.           

As a member of the Riley Car Club he tells me they have more members than ever at-

tending the club meetings. Members from Geelong, Ballarat, Shepparton and even from overseas are turn-

ing up on ZOOM meetings. Next month is a Zoom presentation from Paul’s garage.                              

 Once again a big thank you to every one for being so willing to share their lock down goings on.  

It fills up the News Letter but more importantly it shows that in our isolation we can still have meaning 

full interaction with each other. Go on be a devil !! and give someone a call; it’ll make their day. Ed. 

       Answer to last months word search.         

The unused letters spell out.                         

THE  TWO   HUNDRETH   EDITION 

Don’t you wish that our country was free from this dreaded pandemic and life could get back to normal? 

Our shed, I have been told is still there and it is free of cobwebs but the floor needs a good sweep.                        

I just thought you might like to see it again. 
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The newsletter will be produced bi-monthly and posted, one copy per member household. A SUBS DUE stamp will appear on the June issue. If 

payment is not received, the August issue will also be stamped. Without payment you will not receive further newsletters. If you require an extra 

copy, are not receiving the newsletter or your address has changed, inform the Editor. 
Your Committee will not enter into any debate through the newsletter on the ‘politics’ or general running of the Society, as such matters are for general 

meetings. 
The Editor of the YVMPS Inc. newsletter welcomes freelance contributions of a high standard. Articles may be on CD, memory stick, typed or clearly 

handwritten on one side of the paper only with the authors name and title of the article on each numbered page.  

Whilst the Editor will exercise due care, no responsibility is accepted for any errors or omissions and retains the right to edit articles as needed.  

The Society and its elected representatives accept no responsibility for the accuracy of statements or opinions expressed by freelance contributors. 

Copy deadline: Any item for publication must be in the Editors possession no later than the monthly meeting prior to the month of issue.            

Issue Months, Feb., Apr., Jun., Aug., Oct., Dec.  

©    Yarra Valley Machinery Preservation Society Inc. 2020 

Material in this publication may not be reproduced without prior written permission from the publisher. 

BUY, SELL & SWAP. 

COMMING  EVENTS NONE
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Stuart Bennett 16 Lester St. Woori Yallock 3139 

Don Walker 10 Mitchell Rd. Lilydale 3140              
Alan Shepherd 18 Rand St. Greensborough 3088     
Email: aksurgical@hilink.com.au                                         

Jim Bennett 1773 Warburton Hwy. Woori Yallock 3139 

Rod Daniel 11 Tasman Ave Nunawading 3131                   

Email :wrdaniel@optus.com.au                                                                   

Niel Brain 4 Lynne Crt Nunawading 3131                            

Email: nhbrain@tpg.com.au                                               

Lewis Carlton 2 Penola Dr. Seville 3139                                  

Email: screwlews56@gmail.com                                                 

Barry Thomas 4 Tony Plc. Mooroolbark 3138                     

barry.thomas@cgi.com                                                              

Jamie Butcher 7 Doongala Rd. The Basin3154                                  

Don Butcher 32 Marland Rd. Boronia 3155                         

Lewis Carlton 2 Penola Drv. Seville 3139 

Niel & Heather Brain 4 Lynne Crt Nunawading 3131       

Email : nhbrain@tpg.com.au 

Alan Shepherd 18 Rand St. Greensborough 3088 

Email: aksurgical@hilink.com.au                                       

Heather Butcher 32 Marland Rd Boronia 3155                          

5964 7280 

0409 239 992 

9434 6681 
9432 9500 
5964 7570 
9878 7627  

9878 7929   

5964 2791    

9726 8673    

                             

9762 1711        

9762 7112   

5964 2791                          

9878 7929 

9434 6681 
9432 9500      

9762 7112 

              Membership Fees                                                    

Once only Joining  $5.00                                   

Insurance & NHMA levee $20.00                           

Annual membership  $30.00  (plus ins.)      

Associate (Wife)  $10.00  (plus ins.)                 

Junior/ student (10-18yrs) $7.00    (plus ins.) 

We  recommend & use              

DO NOT CLIMB OVER  

COMPOUND FENCING.               

BE SURE TO USE                    

THE GATE! 

FOR SALE     

Moffat Virtue.       

$300.00 ea.                  

Ring George           
9728 2114                 

0437 246 323            

KILSYTH              

Two to choose from. 

On Transports. 

       Y.V.M.P.S.   MERCHANDICE                                                                                            

Available at meetings and Rallies                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Patches,   Badges,  Coffee Mugs,   $5.00 each,                                      

Peak Cap $10.00   Fridge Magnet, $1.00   Pen, $1.00                                                                          

Club Shirts $35.00  Windcheater  $40.00                                     

See Heather Butcher                                                                                                                                                                             

FOR SALE.  Shed clearance                                         
SPI Mac Donald Parts.                                               

Lister D                                                                               

Lister/Petter one cylinder motor with clutch       

X Dump Truck                                                         

Roseberry engine and parts.                                

CF Ronaldson &Tippett Diesels.                                 

Plus many more.                                                                   

Ring me for more info.                                                                 

John Mannion.   0417 037 655 


