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It has been said that the home is where the Heart is. Now we can return to
HOME SWEET HOME

How was your 2020 ? Here are a number of short Essays written during the year.
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A day out fishing!
So we stayed at home.
The Darling was dr
y.
As the old saying goes — THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE HOME
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DO NOT MISS THIS DAY OUT
A Club event/rally Saturday 8th May
At Don Wright’s property 15 Old Killingworth West Rd

YEA

BBQ LUNCH PROVIDED tea & coffee

Bring an engine. Camp Fire on river from 5pm. Bring a swag and sleep overnight.
Come & view the Motor Cycle Club’s Bikes over lunch time.
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YVMPS NEWS
EDITORIAL

Dear everyone,
Am I brave enough to say that it seems like old times again? Although, if you’re like me, you
may not remember those old times well at all. It does seem so long ago, doesn’t it? I wonder, if there
are many like me, who may not pine for the things or activities we once wouldn’t have been able to live
without. Although, I must say if you haven’t seen the movies “The Dry” or “Nomadland” do make the
effort because they are both excellent. I hope I’m not stepping on too many toes when I mention that my sister went
out for lunch with a friend last week, and in the course of conversation the subject of the COVID vaccine was raised,
with this woman loudly proclaiming seriously “I’m not having it. It’s a plot!!” My sister was amazed, and the woman
couldn’t go into specific details, but she had read….* We wondered why some people react in such a way, when you
can almost hear the sighs of relief from world leaders as the numbers of sick and dying diminish. I am in awe of the
scientists who have labored to get these life saving vaccines into circulation. I can well imagine that doctors faced
with the Influenza virus after WW1 would have ‘killed’ for such a cure. It’s interesting how these rumors or ‘urban
myths’ proliferate, and the influence they seem to have on otherwise ‘normal’ individuals. I sometimes wonder why
people are prepared to believe the wildest of statements, rather than the plain, unvarnished truth. So, back to reality,
and the joy some people experienced when the Melbourne Steam group opened their gates for the three day long
weekend. The noise, the smell, the general ambience, and the eyes roll with joy as they experience it all over again. I
see that you can enjoy it by proxy on two pages of this magazine, so finish this and off you go, looking forward to
the time when you can ‘do it all again.’ best wishes, Heather and Niel Brain.

MELBOURNE
“STEAM FEST”.
Here are some of the exhibits that
were on show at the weekend of
6th,7th, 8th, of March 2021.

Now turn to page 6 to see
YVMPS’s display.
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Our Member of the Month is Leigh Elderton HOWES
I was born at the Queen Victoria Hospital Melbourne on 26 .9 .1963 and I
have one brother and two sisters.
I married Diane on the 21.9 1984
at the Lyre bird Lodge in the hills.
We have two children Melissa 26
and Tristan 29. I started school at
Glen Waverley primary, then on to
Syndal Tech. after which I gained
an Electrical apprenticeship with Field & Hall and a further five years at R.M.I.T. After six years working
in the trade a friend and I decided to tour Australia, so we went to the Lilydale Bus Company and purchased an old Bedford bus for $785.00, fitted it out and off we
went spending 12 months on the road.. I worked for a short time
with H.T. Whealer in Darwin and when I returned to Melbourne I
called them up and they gave me a job. I did not have to go to
their office for an interview. It
turned out to be an old tin shed in
the back yard of his father’s home
in Dorcus Street Sth Melbourne.
I stayed with them for the next 20
years. During that time I worked
on two Casinos, The Chadstone
shopping centre , The Glen. and Eastland Ringwood as project and supervisor managers. I became interest in engines
and all old stuff during the 1970s & 80s (thus
the old red rattler purchased in 1983) . I joined YVMPS in 2018. I was having trouble with my 3hp International M type engine and a friend suggested I
go to the Wednesday meeting of the YVMPS at Wandin and that they were
bound to be able to sort me out. Not only were the members able to help me
but I found them to be a great bunch of blokes so I decided to join up.
My favorite engine is a 2 1/4 Bamford driving a 32volt Generator. My other
Hobbies and interests are maintaining my 19 31 Chevrolet. Collecting &
polishing Gem Stones and doing Lapidary work. ( I had just asked Leigh the
next question “what was a highlight of his life”? when Diane walked in)
“getting married of course “she replied ,we all laughed, but Leigh did agree.
and No 2 was gaining his A Grade electrical license.
Oh! back to the
old Bedford bus, when we returned to Melbourne we sold it for $3500 .
Here is Leigh’s current project.
To the left is work in progress to
rebuild a Petter engine, and to
the right a similar Petter engine
which he intends to restore but
leave it in its current condition
so he can exhibit a

Before and After display
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“That’s a nice BBQ, where did you get it? “ “Harvey Norman” is the usual reply. With stores all
over Melbourne and a wide range of goods available on easy terms and sometimes no interest for years.
“Why would you buy anywhere else” you may ask! Well a new competitor has come into our neighborhood and most likely to yours also,
“Harvey Nature Strip”
The branches are small but the variety is huge, BBQs, House hold
goods and furniture , Laundry cabinet and white goods, bicycle parts,
wheels and brake assemblies, motor mowers etc. and most are within
walking distance from home. If you are not completely satisfied with
your purchase you may return your unwanted goods to a branch near
you. The Golden Rule is. If you see it grab it, it will not be there
next time you pass by.
It is usually polite to ask the manager of
each branch if you may
make the free purchase.
IT’S ILEGLE TO REMOVE
GOODS WITHOUT
PERMISSION
Now when someone asks .
“Where did you get those
great mowers?
“ And your reply!!
Harvey Nature Strip of
course.
Ed.

We welcomed two new members last month.

Tony King from Lilydale
Nigel Nation from Woori Yallock
We trust that you have a long and happy time
with us at,
Yarra Valley Machinery Preservation Soc.

Did you put the 8th of May in your calendar ?
See front page
Don Wright has a great variety of engines to see,
The Motor Cycle Club will display bikes over
lunch time & Don puts on a good FREE feed,
so come along bring a friend, a wife, a partner.
Enjoy a day out with the members of YVMPS.

YVMPS NEWS
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National Historical Machinery Association Inc
ABN: 12 908 216 532
President: Mr. Peter Garnham

Incorporation No. A0020801V

Secretary: Mr. Ken Bock

Treasurer: Mr Daryl Whateley

All Correspondence to the Secretary: P O Box 304, STRATHDALE, VIC.
Phone: 03 5444 1113 Email: bock-1@bigpond.com

21 February 2021
Attention NHMA Member Clubs: If your club or individual members had booked for the 2021 NHMA National
Rally at Mudgee, a refund for all booking costs will now be paid. Please advise the Rally Committee of your bank
details for this to occur.
Covid-19 created many issues for the Association, among these was the cancellation of the 2021 NHMA National
Rally. The NHMA COM has met with the Mudgee Rally Committee and an agreement has been reached for the
Cudgegong Valley Antique Machinery Club Inc (Mudgee) to host the 2023 Rally on the 14th, 15th, and 16th of April
2023. Booking for the 2023 event will commence soon.
Please read the following advice received from the National Rally Committee:
____________________________________________________________________________________________
2021 NHMA Rally Refunds &2023 NHMA Rally Date!

As we've previously advised, the 2021 National Historical Machinery Association Rally had to be cancelled
due to COVID-19.

2021 REFUNDS

Could all exhibitors who have paid and not yet sent us their direct deposit details do so ASAP so we can
arrange for refunds of the fees paid (please email your bank details to):
nhma2021@arec.com.au

NEW DATE - 14-16 April 2023

We're working towards the next event in 2 years’ time, when hopefully the COVID-19 situation will be
stable, borders will all remain open, and we'll be able to host a successful Rally!
We'll be in touch with any further Rally related information!!

Regards,
2021/2023 NHMA Rally Committee
Copyright © 2021 NHMA, All rights reserved.
You are receiving this email because we hope you are interested in attending the 2021 NHMA Rally!
Our mailing address is:
NHMA 2021/2023 National Rally Committee
267 Ulan Rd
BOMBIRA, NSW2850

N H M A Information as of Feb. 2021
Attention all members. If you had booked for the 2021 Mudgee Rally , a refund for all booking costs
will now be paid. Please advise the Rally Committee of your bank details for this to occur.
The NHMA Com. has met with the Mudgee Rally Com. and an agreement has been reached for the
Cudgegong Valley Antique Machinery Club inc (Mudgee) to host the 2023 Rally on the 14th 15th and
16th of April 2023 Booking for the 2023 event will commence soon.
Our mailing address is. NHMA 2021/2023 National Rally Committee.
267 Ulan Road. BOMBIRA NSW 2850

Y.V.M.P.S. MERCHANDICE
Available at meetings and Rallies
Patches, Badges, Coffee Mugs, $5.00 each, Peak Cap $10.00 Fridge Magnet, $1.00
Pen, $1.00
Club Shirts $35.00
Windcheater $40.00
See Heather Butcher
The Team who open up our shed to all visitors will be busy, as there are many bookings during April.
Croydon Probus (20), A Noonday wedding, ACDCA Car club, O’Shanannasy. SA (40), Tintern Grammar 32 Students, Boronia Heights 88 students, Ringwood Clock tower Probus, East Malvern men's shed, and Gladysdale &
Wesburn primary schools 54 students.
Many thanks to the guys who interact with the visitors.
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Melbourne SteamFest March 6th, 7th, 8th, 2021

Members Let Off Steam at the first Rally we have been able to attend in 12 months.
Rod and I set up our engines on Friday afternoon, ready for the three days. Rod set up his Mc Donald diesel and the red Sundial, while I displayed the ever faithful ‘sea saw’ machine with the magic changing colour golf balls, being driven by a Lister D. For a change I showed a 32volt military generator with the motor driving a centrifugal water pump display . On the Saturday we were joined by Leigh Howes with his
Chevrolet, a Bayview water pump and cart, a Bamford generating plant and an International type M.
Ron Arbuthnott displayed a Cooper 2hp driving an Ajax piston pump,. and a Commando 3 1/2 hp,
John McIver had a 1937 Champion oil engine which ran like a gem. John Baker’s 4hp Austral and pump
drew a good crowd, while over opposite in the corner of the compound Jamie and Don Butcher had set up
a Lister D, a Lister L and an International M. David Ball joined us on the Sunday with his impressive display of old Victa motor mowers and two small miniature scale engines. Leigh, Rod and I stuck it out for
the third day, Monday; packing up around 4pm after enjoying a long weekend in perfect weather (we had a
few showers mid afternoon Monday but not enough to drive the crowd away) We all enjoyed the opportunity to get out in the fresh air and soak up the fumes from our engines at last. On the Saturday night we
were treated to a free meal of fresh cooked pizzas and banana cake. During the weekend we had visits
from club members, Malachi & Graeme, Barry Thomas, Don Wright & Bob
Glenister. A member from Melbourne Steam came over and thanked us all for
bringing our engines to display. During the ‘Steamfest’
there was a good show of vintage cars and trucks, the
usual army vehicles including a couple of tanks. While up
in the back paddock most of the old earth moving machinery was having a great time playing in the dirt, On the parade ground the traction engines all had a field day.
A good time was had by all. Niel Brain Ed.

YVMPS NEWS
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How about a good laugh I found these jokes in a file marked GRUMPY JOKES doc.
Our previous Treasurer, Barry Found had the nick name of ‘grumpy’ so he must have sent these to be used
in our News Letters . So here are a few.
An elderly couple are visiting friends. The gents were talking in the lounge room and Eric
said, “Went to a new restaurant last night, I would recommend it highly”. “What’s it called?”
asked Stan. Well, Eric thought and he thought, finally asking, “What is the name of the
flower, red petals, lots of thorns, you give them to someone you love?” “Do you mean a rose”,
said Stan. “Yes, that’s it”, Eric replied. He then turned toward the kitchen and yelled, “Rose,
what’s the name of that restaurant?”
A man was telling his neighbour, “I just bought a
Three older blokes are out walking.
new hearing aid. Four grand, state of the art, worth
every penny. It’s perfect.”
1 “Windy, isn’t it?”
“Really, what kind is it?”
2 “No, it’s Thursday!”
“Oh, um, about twelve thirty.”
3 “So am I, let’s go get a beer”.
Eighty-seven year old Cecil went for a physical. A few days later the Doctor saw Cec
with a young stunner on his arm. A couple of days later, the Doctor said to Cec, “You’re
really doing great, aren’t you?” “Just doing what you said Doc”, Cec replied, “Get a hot
mumma and be cheerful.”
“No, no, no, Cecil. I said you have a heart murmur, be careful.”
Four Engineers were travelling in a car to a seminar when the vehicle ceased to function. The Chemical
Engineer said, “It’s obvious a constituent of the fuel has caused this failure”. The Mechanical Engineer
replied, “I disagree, an engine component has suffered a structural failure”. The Electrical Engineer
chipped in also, “I believe part of the electrical system has malfunctioned causing ignition failure”. The
Software Engineer was in deep thought and eventually suggested, “How about we all get out and then
back in again?”
Basic requirements for putting a vehicle on Red Plates. Information from Barry Thomas.

Car fees for 90 Days.
TAC $103.40 Permit $47.40. Log book $3.10. Number plates $38.00 Total $191.90
Each year the permit renewal will need to be counter signed by Stuart or myself –I need a copy of that.
Your Obligations. Log book to be filled in prior to each time vehicle is used. No commercial activities are to be carried out in vehicle

Sorry the print above is so small, it’s as large as would fit the page
but what you can’t read just ask Barry Thomas .
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COMING EVENTS

Membership Fees

Once only Joining
Insurance & NHMA levee
Annual membership
Associate (Wife)
Junior/ student (10-18yrs)

$5.00
$20.00
$30.00 (plus ins.)
$10.00 (plus ins.)
$7.00 (plus ins.)

BUY, SELL & SWAP.
WANTED

Head to suit 4 HP Sundial.
George Smith 9728 2114 Mob. 0437 246 323

For Sale
32Volt Military
Generator
$200.
03 9878 7929
Niel

YVMPS COMMITTEE 2020/2021
President
Vice President
Secretary

Asst. Secretary
Treasurer

Stuart Bennett 16 Lester St. Woori Yallock 3139
Don Walker 10 Mitchell Rd. Lilydale 3140
Alan Shepherd 18 Rand St. Greensborough 3088
Email: aksurgical@hilink.com.au
Jim Bennett 1773 Warburton Hwy. Woori Yallock 3139
Rod Daniel 11 Tasman Ave Nunawading 3131
Niel Brain 4 Lynne Crt Nunawading 3131

Committee

Lewis Carlton 2 Penola Dr. Seville 3139
Email: screwlews56@gmail.com
Barry Thomas 4 Tony Plc. Mooroolbark 3138
barry.thomas@cgi.com
Jamie Butcher 7 Doongala Rd. The Basin3154
Don Butcher 32 Marland Rd. Boronia 3155
Lewis Carlton 2 Penola Drv. Seville 3139

Newsletter
Editors
Public Officer
Merchandice
Officer

We recommend & use

Email :wrdaniel@optusnet.com.au

Vice Treasurer

Librarian

5964 7280
0409 239 992
9434 6681
9432 9500
5964 7570
9878 7627

DO NOT CLIMB OVER
COMPOUND FENCING.
BE SURE TO USE
THE GATE!

Email: nhbrain@tpg.com.au

Niel & Heather Brain 4 Lynne Crt Nunawading 3131
Email : nhbrain@tpg.com.au
Alan Shepherd 18 Rand St. Greensborough 3088
Email: aksurgical@hilink.com.au
Heather Butcher 32 Marland Rd Boronia 3155

9878 7929
5964 2791
9726 8673

9762 1711
9762 7112
5964 2791
9878 7929

9434 6681
9432 9500
9762 7112

The newsletter will be produced bi-monthly and posted, one copy per member household. A SUBS DUE stamp will appear on the June issue. If
payment is not received, the August issue will also be stamped. Without payment you will not receive further newsletters. If you require an extra
copy, are not receiving the newsletter or your address has changed, inform the Editor.
Your Committee will not enter into any debate through the newsletter on the ‘politics’ or general running of the Society, as such matters are for general
meetings.
The Editor of the YVMPS Inc. newsletter welcomes freelance contributions of a high standard. Articles may be on CD, memory stick, typed or clearly
handwritten on one side of the paper only with the authors name and title of the article on each numbered page.
Whilst the Editor will exercise due care, no responsibility is accepted for any errors or omissions and retains the right to edit articles as needed.
The Society and its elected representatives accept no responsibility for the accuracy of statements or opinions expressed by freelance contributors.
Copy deadline: Any item for publication must be in the Editors possession no later than the monthly meeting prior to the month of issue.
Issue Months, Feb., Apr., Jun., Aug., Oct., Dec.
© Yarra Valley Machinery Preservation Society Inc. 2021
Material in this publication may not be reproduced without prior written permission from the publisher.

