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   Thought for the day.                                                 
Develop the skill to see the good in others.                         

It’s human nature to put others down in order to make 
ourselves feel better; but be that person who can spot 
the diamond in the rough; especially when they can’t 

see it themselves. 

Here are a couple of interesting exhibits seen at the 
recent Steamfest in Scoresby.                           

Above is a ride on drag saw which the owner drove 
around the arena in the Grand Parade amid traction 
engines and tractors. The drive chain is disengaged 

from the wheel when sawing.                               
Check out the Carbide light for night driving                                          

                                                                                  
.   To the left is a MULE used in the Vietnam war.   

Note the precarious driving position. 



                                              YVMPS NEWS  PAGE 2  Page 4  PAGE 2                 

Our Treasurer, Rod took 
a tumble down the back 
steps last month and 
knocked himself out, 
cracked a  couple of ribs 
and    punctured a lung.                               
After some time spent in 
the Royal Melbourne 
hosp.  & Donvale Rehab 
he is back home and on 
the mend. 

    EDITORIAL                                                                               
 It seems  rather odd that life  has almost returned to normal, pre COVID  days  with   sun-
shine, rallies  reports  and  pictures  telling  the story.  Perhaps in time  it will   all seem a dream  
and one of those tales relayed to grandchildren.  Talking  of which, I did like the cartoon featured 
below, and thought that Grandma Ruby was pretty smart, didn’t you?                                                                                                                                     
 So, what will the rest of the year hold?                                                                          
 I hope not too much in the way of disasters, such as befell Rod 
recently. Another friend fell in her bathroom and is in now hospital-

ized, in great pain, She has been fitted with a backbrace and will need a walker for quite 
a while, with surgery looming if current ideas do not work, and of course you will all 
remember Niel’s adventures after walking home in the dark with his fish and chips and 
then falling into a parked trailer, followed by hospital, plastic surgery and weeks of regu-
lar treatment. All of which leads me to what we all know, but barely think about.                                                                                                        
As we age we must be more careful, as steps, dark trailers and slippery floor surfaces are all out to get us!                                                                       
Please bear this in mind as you happily go about your lives, engines and otherwise.                      
                         Best wishes until next time .   Heather and Niel                                                                                                                                     

Two old ladies Dolly and Ruby were talking about their grandchildren. 

 Dolly said, "Each year I send each of my 
grandchildren a card with a generous 
cheque inside. I never hear from them... 
never receive a thank you message." 

Ruby replies, "I too send my grandchil-
dren a very generous cheque. I hear from 
them within a week after they receive it.           
In fact, they each pay me a personal visit." 

 "Wow! How come ?” remarked Dolly. 

 "I don't sign the cheque!" 

 

It is said that old folk have falls.        
While the young just trip. 

 I hope the  only things that  fall 
around here are Autumn  leaves. 
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        Our Member of the month is Johan Van Der Horst (John).                             
Hi I was born in Footscray on the 14th April. 1961. I’m the youngest of 8 chil-
dren, 3sisters and 4 brothers. I married Angela in 1997 and have 3 great chil-
dren, 2 boys and a girl. I have a new partner in Karen who I met in 2021 and 
she is learning about my interest in old machinery.I grew up in Woori Yallock 

and attended Seville primary school and 
Lillydale Technical School. I started my 
working career with Lillydale Shire 
then moved on to Olex Cables and fi-
nally to Panorama Plumbing and Build-
ing Services. We moved to Corowa NSW, in 2001 where I started a 
handyman business. This was hard work in a small town, especially 
not being a local. I moved on and started working for Albury Dem-
olitions for about 10 years. I 
moved to Jindera, just out-
side Albury and now work 
for the local council. 

I became interested in old 
machinery as a youngster, 
along with my good friend’s, 
the Bennett boys. 

I would say my favourite engine 
would be the first one I restored, 
and still have, the 3HP Moffit Vir-
tue.  

I first joined the YVMPS shortly 
after it started when I saw the add 
in the local paper. I gave it away 
when the kids where young and 
moved to NSW. I was invited to 
the 30th anniversary by Stuart Ben-
nett and had a great day catching 
up with other members. Now that 
I’m on my own and the children 
have moved on with there lives,              
I decided to rejoin. 

My other hobbies are woodwork 
and doing house renovations. The 
highlight in my live was seeing my 
children born, and grow up into the 
amazing adults they are now.                

Thanks John for doing this article 
        on line  Ed. 

Petter air cooled 

R&T air cooled  N 
as found in local tip 

Kelly & Lewis, resto by George  Smith Moffit Virtue 
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The following article has been sourced from the December issue of the Federation of British Historic Vehi-
cle Clubs newsletter (page 27) and as the author says, is a tongue in cheek view of being carbon neutral.                       
   A Green Car, by N. Cairns (an individual supporter)                                                                                                                            
I own a green car.  It is indeed green and what follows is a bit tongue-in-cheek but as today huge compa-
nies are claiming to ‘offset’ their ‘carbon footprint’ (otherwise called pollution of this planet) by buying up 
Welsh mountain farms and planting trees, I see no reason we classic vehicle owners cannot follow suit. 
Whilst my car is painted green, it also  has other  claims to  being green by being more than carbon                          
                     neutral and in fact well into credit.                                                                                                           
It was built in 1952 and the current statistics say the production of one car produces about eleven tonnes of 
carbon dioxide, one of the gasses causing the greenhouse effect heating up our planet. I’ve owned the car 
for 28 years and by now the CO2 produced back in 1952 will have been absorbed by nature. By not buying 
a new car every three years I have saved the planet the pollution of nine cars, that is 99 tonnes of CO2.                       
 The average car today doing an average of 10,000 miles a year produces about 4.5 tonnes of CO2.                              
I do an average of just 3,500 miles a year, so my green car puts just over a tonne of CO2 a year into our  
      atmosphere.                                                                                                                  
The car is maintained in excellent condition and well-tuned. I use the Classic Car companies to supply me   
with spares and have used MG specialists  for restoration work, pumping about £41,000  into the  UK      
  economy over those 28 years (and not some foreign car maker’s profits).                                                      
If we do the arithmetic ( 11 tonnes when made; 28 years producing one tonne a year equates to 39 tonnes of 
 CO2) it means I am in credit by about 60 tonnes (by not buying a new car every 3 years).                                     
So like those big companies who claim to be carbon-neutral by planting trees and continuing to goods that 
    produce CO2, I claim to be ‘greener’ than them.                                                                              
          (I also walk, cycle, use my bus-pass and ride a selection of 1950s British motorcycles).                               

                                            Article from AOMC News  February 2022– Issue 154 

                                            News from the U.K.                                                                                   
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                A Washing Machine                                                                                                                     
Eastern Emergency Relief Network (EERN) operates from  a Mitcham warehouse and is run totally by volunteers, of 
which I am one, fixing washing machines for the past 19 years.. The network is made up of over 100 local organiza-
tions and welfare groups serving the community. Member agencies include-domestic violence support groups– emer-

gency housing agencies- refugee support– youth groups and addiction recovery programs. 
The agencies access furniture , household goods, food and clothing for their clients, who 
may have suffered trauma or loss where they need to move or perhaps can’t afford basic liv-
ing requirements. EERN  leaves it to our member agencies to 
decide who needs our support, and we provides the essential 
needs of the person in need.  On some occasions we hear the 
outcomes, and it helps us recognize the important role EERN 
plays in some people's lives. One story was of a family of four, 

with the husband  in a wheelchair, two children in primary school and  the mother work-
ing to support her family, along with studying so that she could develop her career to 
support them as the husband continued to become less mobile. They were managing un-
til the washing machine ‘died’, and they could not afford to have it repaired or replaced. 
Families, especially with two young school aged children need a washing machine so an 
agency brought the mother to EERN and she went home with replacement one .                                                                              
 So thanks to the person who donated the machine and to our wonderful washing 
machine mechanics who tested and serviced it .  (this bit is from the EERN report.)                                                                                           
               Our Replacement Refrigerator                                                                                      
Having passed all the electrical and temperature tests it was considered to be to old to be 
passed on to a client so it was doomed for the scrap heap. The manager of the electrical 
dept of the Warehouse offered it to any one for a garage fridge. I mentioned that our 
club fridge had packed it in so here it is. Thanks to EERN                Ed. 

  Our Trip To Korumburra                With thanks to Heather Butcher                                 
We left home at 6.30am  driving through the mist to 
Nyora and on to Korumburra. After setting up we 
helped Barry unload then the fellows went for a 
walk to register and see what else was going on. Don 
and Allison set up in another compound with his 
Waterloo Boy and Norm Dalziel was near him. Also 
there were Maree and Tony Koolen; good to see them as they’ve 
both been having health problems but they have a positive outlook. 
Tony was showing a Southern Cross and Pump, and  another engine 
which I failed to get the name of. Back in our compound Jamie had 
his 1 1/2 HP Fairbanks Morse and a Three Mule Team Associate 

Engine (American Made),  then Don had his 4HP Sundial A. Next to us was Barry Thomas with his Lister 
on a trailer. Barry and we only showed on the Saturday. We didn’t stay for the evening meal as we had 
other commitments. All through the day there were tractor pulls, plenty of stalls, shearing demonstrations, 
trucks, tractors and draught horses. In all it had a real country atmosphere and we all enjoyed the day.             
 Talking  about positive  attitudes, Heather herself displays a positive attitude and cheery smile,    
    regardless of all the health problems she endures. 
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      SteamFest Scoresby  12th 13th 14th March 2022                           
  A perfect week end for our members to get out and exhibit their Engines. 

   John McIver            
1923 International  ‘M’    

1 1/2 HP  and water 
pump. 

Ron Arbuthnott            
1905 Beanland & Perkins No 

925                                    
1940 Lister D 2HP &    

Godwin pump 

John Baker & Dog                            
displayed  a 1928 Austral 4HP & Pump 

Leigh Howes                                                                          
Petter & water display. Chevrolet & Champion 2HP   

Don & Jamie Butcher                                                      
Mc Donald SPI & Lister Junior.                          

Jamie also took a ‘Three Mule Team’             
Picture failed 

Niel Brain                                                                                  
Displayed the usual Lister D & Seesaw  attraction.                             

& an Aircooled Petter API driving a Grazlos Centrifugal pump.                   
these pictures also failed 

During the weekend we had visits from club members,         
Barry Thomas, Malachi & Graeme Wilkinson,                

Lewis Carlton & Sharon, Keith Moar, Max Holt,          
Heather Butcher,  Clare  & Alex Nad 
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                                   Yarra Junction Crank Up 26th 27th March 2022                                                     
This annual event was a great success, extending over Saturday and Sunday in perfect Autumn weather. 
The general public turned out in large numbers to enjoy the variety of exhibits on display.   These ranged 
from a large steam traction engine down to two tables of miniature engines; one of petrol the other of 
steam.   A hay bailing demonstration and drag saws cutting through large logs were an eye opener to 
many . Stationary engines , twenty nine  in all, many of which were attached to various implements, such 
as water pumps, power generators, and air blowers were a big hit with the youngsters.                                                 
Wood chopping competitions on Sunday were a also great draw card.                                                                      
The draft horses were another popular attraction, with one horse operating a gear pump pumping water. 
Displayed in the old Railway Station buildings, were radios, cameras, kitchen utensils and period clothing 
The original  Station Master’s home was also open as well as the old Police Station and Yarra Junction 
Lock Up. A couple of  old accommodation huts, used by workers on the Snowy Mountains Hydro scheme, 
   showed how rough life was back in the 1950s .                                                                         
                Congratulations and thanks to all who contributed to a great week end.                                           
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The newsletter will be produced bi-monthly and posted, one copy per member household. A SUBS DUE stamp will appear on the June issue. If 
payment is not received, the August issue will also be stamped. Without payment you will not receive further newsletters. If you require an extra 
copy, are not receiving the newsletter or your address has changed, inform the Editor. 
Your Committee will not enter into any debate through the newsletter on the ‘politics’ or general running of the Society, as such matters are for general 
meetings. 
The Editor of the YVMPS Inc. newsletter welcomes freelance contributions of a high standard. Articles may be on CD, memory stick, typed or clearly 
handwritten on one side of the paper only with the authors name and title of the article on each numbered page.  
Whilst the Editor will exercise due care, no responsibility is accepted for any errors or omissions and retains the right to edit articles as needed.  
The Society and its elected representatives accept no responsibility for the accuracy of statements or opinions expressed by freelance contributors. 
Copy deadline: Any item for publication must be in the Editors possession no later than the monthly meeting prior to the month of issue.            
Issue Months, Feb., Apr., Jun., Aug., Oct., Dec.  

©    Yarra Valley Machinery Preservation Society Inc. 2022 
Material in this publication may not be reproduced without prior written permission from the publisher. 

BUY, SELL & SWAP. 

COMING EVENTS 

   YVMPS COMMITTEE 2021/2022 
President 
Vice President 
Secretary 
  
                              
Asst. Secretary    
Treasurer 
 
Vice Treasurer 
  
Committee 
  
  
                                            
 
 
Librarian                                     
                     
Newsletter           
Editors 
Public Officer 
 
Merchandice      
Officer 

Stuart Bennett 16 Lester St. Woori Yallock 3139 
Don Walker 10 Mitchell Rd. Lilydale 3140              
Alan Shepherd 14 Golding Close Benalla 3672        
Email: aksurgical@hilink.com.au                                         
Jim Bennett 1773 Warburton Hwy. Woori Yallock 3139 
Rod Daniel 11 Tasman Ave Nunawading 3131                   
Email :wrdaniel@optusnet.com.au                                                                   
Niel Brain 4 Lynne Crt Nunawading 3131                            
Email: nhbrain@tpg.com.au                                               
Lewis Carlton 2 Penola Dr. Seville 3139                                  
Email: screwlews56@gmail.com                                                 
Barry Thomas 4 Tony Plc. Mooroolbark 3138                     
barry.thomas@cgi.com                                                              
Jamie Butcher 7 Doongala Rd. The Basin3154                                  
Don Butcher 32 Marland Rd. Boronia 3155                         
Lewis Carlton 2 Penola Drv. Seville 3139 

Niel & Heather Brain 4 Lynne Crt Nunawading 3131       
Email : nhbrain@tpg.com.au 
Alan Shepherd 14 Golding Close Benalla 3672 
Email: aksurgical@hilink.com.au                                       
Heather Butcher 32 Marland Rd Boronia 3155                          

5964 7280 
0409 239 992 
0411 186 089 

5964 7570 
9878 7627  

9878 7929   

5964 2791    

9726 8673    

                             
9762 1711        
9762 7112   
5964 2791                          

9878 7929 

0411 186 089 

9762 7112 

              Membership Fees                                                    
Once only Joining  $5.00                                   
Insurance & NHMA levee $20.00                           
Annual membership  $30.00  (plus ins.)      
Associate (Wife)  $10.00  (plus ins.)                 
Junior/ student (10-18yrs) $7.00    (plus ins.) 

We  recommend & use              

DO NOT CLIMB OVER  
COMPOUND FENCING.               

BE SURE TO USE                    
THE GATE! 

FOR SALE                                                           
Lister Junior / Ajax pumps display unit.                 

Includes engine, 5 x 5 Ajax and small                               
centrifugal pumps,  belts,  trough and pipes      

All in A1 condition and ready to show.                   
Can be inspected prior to making an offer             

by contacting          John  0417 524 822 

For Sale                                                                    
Ronaldson. Tippett . CF. 5 HP Diesel             
With Piston Pump    $600.00 or offer.                                              

Owen Hearst  0418 268 738   Wesburn vic.                     A Rare find               
The New-Way                   

Mod. A  Type C  31/2 HP       
S/No 11043   Built Jan.1910                   

Michigan   USA                   
Rebuilt 2018   Rings etc.     

$2550.00                      
Phone  Niel  03 9878 7929     


